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..... Who Want To 
Protect Our Freedoms ! 


N the world today when your freedom to 
believe and worship as your conscience 
dictates, is just as important to you as free- 
dom from financial worry, there is ONE in- 
vestment which protects you both ways—a 
CHRIST’S MISSION FREEDOM ANNUITY. 
This annuity has as its primary purpose, the 
PROTECTION of your freedom from re- 
ligious forces which would dictate thought 
if they came to power in this country. Our 
ministry is being marvelously used of God in 
bringing others to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 


A CHRIST’S MISSION FREEDOM AN- 
NUITY protects also your financial status by 
bringing you a generous and dependable 
income, as high as 8.2% a year, from the 
date you invest for the rest of your life. You 
give to God’s work and at the same time in- 
sure protection of your spiritual and finan- 
cial freedom. 

For complete details, send coupon today 


\ «CHRIST'S MISSION ; 
369 Carpenter Ave., Sea Cliff, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 
I am interested in your Freedom Annui- 
ties. Please send me FREE booklet with details. 


CHRIST'S MISSION, Inc. 


369 CARPENTER AVENUE, SEA CLIFF, N. Y. 
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“MENACING SHADOWS" 


Boycott-Gambling-Ostracism 
16MM 30 Minute Black and White Sound 


$10.00 RENTAL 


“THE ONE TRUE CHURCH" 


Are Rome's Claims True? 
16MM 30 Minute Colored Sound Film 


FREE-WILL OFFERING 


A TERRIFIC EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE 
THE FILM HOLLYWOOD COULDN'T PRODUCE 
THE HIDDEN POWER will sweep you 


into the center of a man’s great per- 
sonal struggle as he is torn between his 
allegiance to the Constitution of the 
United States and to an Ecclesiastical 
system. 


DON'T SEE THIS MOTION 
PICTURE UNLESS YOU CAN 


Tee 


YOU WILL * applaud Mike Regan 
* condemn his wife, Nikki 
* denounce Father Francis 
* weep with Mrs. Jacinte 


A 16MM. SOUND PRODUCTION nh Qik ter Saleen Oieen 


IN DRAMATIC COLOR. 
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CHURCH- 

PACKING TIME: SO MINUTES 

FILM. SHOW RENTAL: $17.50 . 

THE HIDDEN 5 in 
POWER IN 


YOUR CHURCH 


CHRIST’S MISSION, INC. 


SOX 925 SEA CLIFF, N.Y. 




































































© Have ion 
= forgotten Him 


in your Will? 


Your Will Is Important to 
Your Family and the Lord 


WILL YOU REMEMBER 
CHRIST'S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 
Use the following form of bequest: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to 
Christ’s Mission, a religious corpor- 
ation organized under the laws of the 
State of New York with offices in 
the Village of Sea Cliff, the sum of 


the following property, to Wits .....ccccco-. 
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Special Reminder 


75th Anniversary Pin 


Your gift of $10.00 or more 
will bring you absolutely free 
a lovely lapel pin to remember 
us by. 


Binders 


You will want to purchase a 
beautiful yet simple to operate 
binder to keep your year's 
copies of "Christian Heritage." 
A valuable library ... 

Only $2.00 each. 


Show These Enlightening 


Slides at your 


Missionary Group 
Sunday School Class 
Men's Fellowship 
Youth Meeting 
COLORED 35 MM - 2 Sets with Script 
ABSOLUTELY FREE 
@ First Set on 
REHABILITATION CENTER 
@ Second Set on 
CHRIST'S MISSION OFFICE—How 
Letters and Requests are Processed 
This will acquaint you and your 
friends with this great ministry. 


Write for a date. 


Your Holiday Gift Subscriptions 
and Book Orders — NOW. 





Published by Christ's Mission, inc. 


Walter M. Montafio, Executive Director 
Robert G. Hawley, Business Manager 
Ellen S. Oblander, Editorial Secretary 

















































ON THE STAFF OF CHRIST'S MISSION 


HUGH FARRELL 
+," Public Relations 


ANGELO LO VALLO | ; 
Religious Information Bureau 


CHARLES MARZENA , 
Spiritual Counselor 
JOSEPH GORI 
Deputation Work 
J. ESSER, JOSE LALLANA, 


GASPAR LANGELLA 
Correspondents 


CONVERTED PRIESTS AND MONKS 
MAIN OFFICE AND CIRCULATION DEPT. 


369 Carpenter Avenue, Sea Cliff, New York 
Telephone: Oriole 6-1291 

All communications, checks and money orders for 
the magazine or Christ’s Mission should be ad- 
dressed to the Main Office. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Single copy, 30¢; 1 year, $2.50; 2 years, $4.50; 
3 years, $6.50; 50¢ additional for subscriptions 
outside U.S. A. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


At least one month before a change is to take 
effect, send your new address with the old one. 
If possible, enclose your address label. The Post 
Office will not forward copies unless you provide 
extra postage. Duplicate copies cannot be sent 
unless your request is accompanied by 30¢ per 
issue. 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE is published monthly (ex- 
cept July and August), 20th of month preceding. 
Copyright 1958 by Christ’s Mission, Inc. No part 
of this magazine may be reproduced without 
permission. Printed in U.S. A. Second-class mail 
privileges authorized at 369 Carpenter Ave., Sea 
Cliff, N. Y.; additional entry at New York, N. Y. 


FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES 

Rev. Edwin J. Taylor, Protestant Truth Society, 
Grimsby Beach, Ontario, CANADA; Evangelical 
Publishers, 241 Yonge Street, Toronto 1, 
CANADA; Old Baptist Union Book Depot, 79 
Reginald Street, Luton, Beds., ENGLAND; 
Ebenezer Bookroom, Box 127, Zamboanga City, 
PHILIPPINES; Evangel Press, Box 2483, Ma- 
nila, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS; Keswick Book 
Depot, 315 Collins Street, Melbourne, AUS- 
TRALIA; Tasmanian Protestant Federation, 49 
Forest Road Trevellynn, Launceston, Tasmania, 
AUSTRALIA; Crusader Bookroom, Box 760, 
Wellington, C2, NEW ZEALAND; Protestant 
Association of South Africa, P. O. Box 2976, 
Cape Town, SOUTH AFRICA; Rev. R. M. 
Searing, Liberia ‘‘La Aurora.” Carrera 8A. No. 
18-57, Cali, Colombia, SOUTH AMERICA; The 
Crusaders League, India Hampankatta, Manga- 
lore 1, S. INDIA; Libreria Evangelica, Huygen- 
straat 17, Oranjestad, Aruba, NETHERLANDS 
ANTILLES. 


ADVERTISING 
Christian Heritage offers a unique opportunity 
to advertisers, particularly publishers and book- 
stores, to reach a special, responsive audience. 
Inquiries and copy should be sent to Robert G. 
Hawley, Advertising Manager, at Sea Cliff. 


EDITORIAL OFFICE 
919 South Central Avenue, Glendale 4, California 
Telephone: Citrus 2-6611 


CONTRIBUTIONS 
Unsolicited manuscripts and photographs must 
be accompanied by return postage. We cannot 
assume responsibility for their safety. News- 
paper clippings should be properly identified to 
be usable. 
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NICODEMUS 
WALKS AGAIN 
BY NIGHT 


REMEMBER THE STORY OF NICo- 
DEMUS, the man who came to Jesus by 
night? He was a Jewish leader, a man 
of learning, wealth and station. Yet he 
was afraid, afraid of what would happen 
if his interest or faith in Jesus should be- 
come known among his fellow citizens. 

Today thousands of poor and hum- 
ble Jews come to hear the message of 
Christ. Many do so with fear in their 
hearts, for the darkness of intolerance 
and persecution is increasing around us. 

These people who walk by night 
need a living faith, a sustaining hope 
and a love which only our Saviour can 
give them. They also need our encour- 
agement, our prayers and a brotherly 
hand reaching out to them in com- 
passion. Unless we help them they will 
stumble in the dark and vanish because 
nobody cared for their souls. 

What we are saying is not just 
words, but stark reality. The truth is 
more grim than what we dare say. One 
of our workers referring to the situation 
writes: 

“My heart aches tremendously and 
I have the feeling that some day it is 
going to burst and deliver me from the 
agony and the pain for these secret 
underground believers, who are in the 
furnace of fear and of a hate without 
cause.” 

We who live in the light of our 
Lord and in the daytime of freedom, 
we who are much favored, owe a sacred 
debt to our harassed and fear-stricken 
brethren and to their children. 

The Friends of Israel Missionary 
and Relief Society through a _ conse- 
crated team of workers proclaims Christ 
and shows in every possible way per- 
sonal and practical love. This ministry 
extends to Israel and India, to Western 
Europe and across the American conti- 
nent. It reaches behind the Iron Curtain 
and brings help and life to the afflicted 
Jewish believers. 

The Lord has need of you, Chris- 
tian friend. "These people have need of 
you, of your prayers, your help and 
your encouragement. Help us forge a 
living link between our Saviour’s love, 
the compassion in your own heart, and 
their helplessness. 

Sample copy of Israel My Glory, 
outstanding missionary publication, sent 
free to all who love the Lord and His 
Cause. 


bhatt ele) 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
330G Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Conaoda: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 


Dear Friends of Israel: 
| am sending enclosed for your ministry $__— 
NAME 





ADDRESS 








CITY 


es 


STATE 














RATIO 5 TO 1 


I enjoy the magazine so much al- 
though it frightens me. Do you know 
how many Catholics are converted in 
twelve months in the U. S. A.? 

C.S., D.C. 


ANOTHER CONVERT 


As a former Catholic I have been 
reading your magazines (given to me 
by our Christian friends) and find the 
material is most interesting and en- 
lightening. I am enclosing $2.00 for a 


| year’s subscription, and for books. 


A.H., Nebraska 


FROM COVER TO COVER 


I have been a subscriber to your 
magazine, the CHRISTIAN HERITAGE, 
for the past several years and read it 
enthusiastically from cover to cover. 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to commend you for the fine articles 
you write. All the articles are very 
interesting and informative. I like the 
section “Question Mark” especially 
well. 


C.L.H., Ind. 
UNIQUE MINISTRY 


The trends in our own free country 
underscore the need for such a unique 
ministry as that of Christ’s Mission. 
The Gospel is the real need, not only 
in our own land but throughout the 
world. We pray for your work. 


S.F.B., Ill. 


KEEP AMERICA CHRISTIAN 


God bless you and your work to keep 
America Christian. 
Mrs. R.S., Calif. 


GLAD FOR NEW NAME 


I am so glad you changed the name 
of your magazine to CHRISTIAN HERI- 
TAGE. In Catholic Boston the other one 
wasn’t so good, and not having the 
name on the cover is excellent too. 


F.B., Mass. 
FOR THOSE IN DARKNESS 


How glad I am to be able to send a 
gift just now. My money is scarce, but 
I will do this much and trust the Lord 
will provide more. I am so thankful for 
all the work you people do to save 
those in darkness. 


Mrs. J.W.G., Ill. 















PROTESTANT CRUSADE 


I am enclosing my check in the 
amount designated as my donation to 
the Protestant Crusade of Christ’s Mis- 
sion to help promote their good organi- 
zation. 

B.A.M., Wis. 


Enclosed is a check to help in the 
Protestant Crusade, the cause for free- 
dom and truth. 

Mrs. P.C.H., Mass. 


Enclosed please find a postal order in 
reply to your request for aid for a 
Protestant Crusade. 

C.M.M., Canada 


Here go my new shoes. Wish I could 
do more. 
M.G., Mich 


I wish to enclose a gift to help in 
your Protestant Crusade. In our city 
there is evidence on every hand that 
Catholics are gaining in power. Most 
Protestants are still asleep to it. 

A.D., Ind. 


FROM ONE WHO KNOWS 


Enclosed is my check to be used for 
the general work. I know what Cath- 
olics are taught and the fear they have 
regarding disobedience to their priest. 
I wish you Godspeed in your work. 


Mrs. B.B., Pa. 


BURDEN FOR SOULS 


Enclosed find a check for use where 
most needed. We pray many souls will 
be led to our Saviour. 

C5. .N. F. 


FAITHFUL FRIEND 


I am sending a gift for your good 
work. I find the magazine CHRISTIAN 
HERITAGE very interesting. 


C.C.S., Ohio 
THE ROMAN WEDGE 


We know of your work, and right 
now we see another wedge in the politi- 
cal situation. We know that “Pat” 
Brown, the Democrat for governor of 
California, is a Catholic ... thus not a 
man for the high office of this state. 
May this gift help Catholics find Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. 


Mr. and Mrs. R.G., Calif. 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 








IS 

THERE 

A 
CHRISTMAS 
IN 

ISRAEL ? 


With Jews still looking for their Messiah 
you might ask: “Is there a Christmas in 
Israel?” 





This little orphan along with other chil- 
dren are needy in Israel. All their lives all 
they have known has been suffering. 


Some of the Yemenite Jews in their 
great exodus to Israel were so undernour- 
ished they could hardly hold food. They 


were numb from weeks of terror and hope. 


A child of 12 weighed what a youngster 
of four should weigh. This is one of the 
many reasons we are ministering in Israel. 
God has led us to help these little children. 
We believe they are the future missionaries 
or Christian witnesses in Israel. 


Is there a Christmas in Israel? There 
can be—with your help! Hebrew Christians 
are still suffering discrimination. Their 
children become targets of ridicule. 


Your heart will be rejoicing if at this 
blessed Christmas season you help relieve 
distress and give a little happiness to 
needy, hungry Hebrew Christians in Is- 
rael and in Europe. Remember especially 
the little children and the aged Hebrew 
Christians whom we support in Homes. 





h NO cececedececoeses 
Reverend 


Jacob Pete, INTERNATIONAL 
Secretary Hebrew Christian Alliance 


U. S. A. CANADA 
5630 NW. Campbell Ave., 91 Bellevue Ave., Toronto, 
Chicago 45 ,, , lll. B Ontario 
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MENTION Christian Heritage 
to our advertisers. 














STOP SMOKING! 


BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! | 


The easily applied method explained in ““THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will enable 
you to quickly and positively rid yourself of the 
Tobacco Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you | 
get your money back and no questions asked. 
Postpaid only $1.00. 


NEW LIFE Dept. CO-126 
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FOR CONVERTED PRIESTS 


Enclosed please find a check as a gift 
to be used for the help of saved priests 
and kindred work for Christ from 
First Baptist Church. 


Mrs. H.H., N. Y. 


My check is enclosed for the support 
of your work. I do appreciate what you 
are doing to help maintain our free- 
doms and for the priests who have 
learned to know the Lord. 

G.L., Wash. 


REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 


Please find enclosed a check to use 
where most needed. I want to tell you 
that your work is a subject of our 
prayers. 

E.R.H., Mass. 


PRESERVING FREEDOM 


Yes, my freedom is precious, and I’m 
glad to help preserve it in every pos- 
sible way. I have so many dear Cath- 
olic friends about whom I am concerned 
and for whom I pray! 

L.Y.V., N. J. 


ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED 


As suggested in your letter, we 
should like to have sent to us twenty- 
five copies of CHRISTIAN HERITAGE for 
one year on a subscription basis. We 
were very much gratified to find that 
our people enthusiastically bought the 
magazine when we offered it to them 
two months ago and are interested in 
the work that you are doing. Trusting 
that this additional circulation will be 
used of the Lord. 

Rev. D.T.S., Mont. 


SAVED TO SERVE 


I like your magazine very much, and 
I am sure you are doing a great work 
for the Lord. May many more be 
awakened. We do not have much to 
give but want to do a little. My hus- 
band, who is 83 years of age... has 
been in poor health the last twenty-five 
years. God has been good to us. People 
call him the walking miracle, and noth- 
ing but the hand of God has raised him 


| up several times and spared his life. 


He has given out 160,000 gospel tracts 


| the past few years. 


Enclosed is a gift for your work. 
Mrs. C.R.A., Kans. 


| APATHETIC AMERICANS 


I am enclosing a gift to be used in 


| support of your cause. I deeply regret 


that I cannot give more. I am always 
grieved when your letters come asking 
for aid when I cannot give it. No one 
understands more fully than I the 


| growing menace of Roman Catholicism 


in America or realizes more clearly the 
gigantic effort you are making to 


| awaken an apathetic people to this 
Rowan, lowa | 


menace. 
E.H., Md. 








THE LONELY 
SHEPHERD 


“The other day I met a shepherd 
on a mountain slope to whom I 
offered some tracts, saying, ‘You 
who live in such a lonely place— 
if you accept Jesus Christ, you will 
be happy forever.’ As he poured 
out to me all his bitter sorrows, I 
told him that the Word of God is 
the only medicine that can cure 
the wounds of the heart. 


“Next day I went to give him a 
New Testament, for which he was 
very grateful. He said that he and 
some other shepherds had read 
the tracts I gave him and that it 
was the first time in their lives 
they had heard of salvation through 
Christ. I asked him whether he 
realized that he was a sinner, and 
he said that he did. ‘Do you know 
why Jesus came to this world and 
died?’ I continued. ‘To cleanse us 
from sin,’ he answered. ‘Then why 
don’t you go to Him to save you?’ 
I asked. As I talked on, he became 
more and more thoughtful. ‘Yes, I 
want to be saved,’ were his last 
words that evening.” 


Thus Gregory, a student at our 
Macedonian Bible Institute who 
knows what it is to suffer persecu- 
tion for the cause of Christ, tells 
of his encounter with a seeking 
soul. The school which he attends 
is unique in Greece. It was founded 
to train young men and women for 
full-time Christian service and to 
do missionary work while they are 
still in training. Even more im- 
portant than our many-sided relief 
program is the preparation of 
young Greeks to reach their own 
people with the Gospel. How 
would you like to help fit a young 
man or woman for the Lord’s serv- 
ice in Greece? If you would be 
interested in a full ($25 a month) 
or part scholarship, we will be 
glad to send you the picture and 
testimony of the one you are help- 
ing. Also you will have the thrill 
of personal correspondence. Just 
write to the American Mission to 
Greeks,.Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secretary, Dept. C, P. O. 
Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 
7, Ont.) 
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The Name 
Above All Names 


“Young men and maidens, old men and children, 
praise the Name of the Lord: for his Name only is 
excellent, and his praise above heaven and earth.” 

—THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 


‘Tae WORLD remembers well the 
sesquipedalian names of Nebuchadnezzar, Alex- 
ander, Charlemagne, Napoleon, and the imperious 
titles of Caesar, the Kaiser, I] Duce, der Fuehrer. 
Such names connote a lust for power, conquest, and 
dominion. Some have earned our scorn, some pity, 
some terror, some repugnance. 

The world remembers, too, Herod and Nero 
for their cruelty, Judas and Pilate for their be- 
trayal, Machiavelli and Loyola for their political 
cunning and intrigue. 

Fortunately, the world also remembers the 
names of such titans among men as Milton and 
Shakespeare, Mozart and Beethoven, Michelangelo 
and Rembrandt, who gave expression to the uni- 
versal strivings of the human spirit and created 
new worlds of enjoyment in the realm of the senses 
and emotions. 

The world remembers, too, Luther and Knox 
for their fearless devotion to the cause of truth, 
Washington and Lincoln for their love of country, 
Pasteur and Jonas Salk for their alleviation of 
human misery. 

But of all names ancient and modern, ageless 
and matchless, one stands supreme in the history 
of this world and the annals of eternity. One alone 
represents the superlative expression of love to man 
and concern for his needs, because it embodies the 
love of the Creator for His creatures. That name, 
which is above all names, is JESUS. 

Two thousand years ago the angel of the 
Lord gave the instruction, “Thou shalt call His 
name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their 
sins.” (Matt. 1:21) 

For He shall save... His people 
their sins... 

How admirable! How infinitely beyond all 
human dreams or devisings! What poet, what artist, 
what musician, what humanitarian, though he give 
the spirit wings, can also loose the chains that hold 
us fast to earth? Only God could send a Saviour to 


... from 
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set men free. 

Listen to the message of the angel: “For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11) 

And hear the testimony of devout Simeon: 
“For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which 
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy 
people Israel.” (Luke 2 :30-32) 

And meditate on the words of the prophet 
Isaiah: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given ... and His name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.” (Is. 9:6) 

And consider the marvelous prophecy whose 
fulfillment is recorded by Matthew: “Behold, a 
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God with us.” (Matt. 1:23) 

The Emmanuel of the Gospels is the Em- 
manuel of modern times .. . God with us, now and 
forever, here and otherwhere, at whatever time 
and in whatever place man feels his puny worth 
and giant need. There is neither past nor future in 
this name: only an eternal present, God incarnate, 
given to the human race “to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10), to redeem a rebel- 
lious creation that, like a wilful child, had wandered 
from the safety and security of home to dally with 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, only to become 
hopelessly ensnared, disillusioned, and lost. 

In all the literature of triumphant love there 
is no story to equal the parable of the prodigal son, 
which is in truth the parable of the forgiving fa- 
ther. What an eloquent expression of God’s love 
for mankind, a love that, unexpressed, would have 
left man only the husks of life and, ultimately, the 
wages of sin, which is death. 

To find in Christ nothing more than a great 
man, to ignore His divine personality as “God with 
us,” to forget His power to save, is to renounce 
Christianity and repudiate man’s greatest hope— 
God’s greatest gift. No mirage could be more de- 
ceptive than the phantom of a human saviour. Only 
the miracle of “God with us,” of Deity in human 
flesh, could suffice to lift man out of the stream of 
eternal condemnation. Only the miracle embodied 
in the priceless name JESUS could suffice to save. 

In the diary of Amiel was found the follow- 
ing paragraph as he wrote it in August 15, 1871: 

“T have read again for the second time the 
Life of Jesus by Renan in the sixteenth popular 
edition. The most characteristic thing is that sin 
does not play any role in the book of Renan. If there 
is anything that explains the success of the gospel 
it is the fact that it brings liberty to men, liberty 
from sin, in a word, salvation. Man can speak of 
religion but not go to the true center of the sub- 
ject. Renan lacks moral seriousness and confuses 
nobility of character with sanctity. This white 
marble that represents Christ is not the Christ that 
inspires the martyrs and has dried so many tears.” 

Sin made it imperative for Christ to be born 
into the human race and to die, and only through 
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an understanding of the magnitude and power of 
sin can one appreciate the magnitude and power 
of God’s grace and His love. A person who refuses 
to acknowledge this extraordinary power and rec- 
ognize in Christ the only hope of survival in a world 
plunging to eternal ruin is like a man scorning a 
lifeline when he is drowning or despising the medi- 
cine that can save his life. 

“They that are whole,” said Christ, “have 
no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance.” (Mark 2:17) 

For this He came to Bethlehem. For this He 
ascended Calvary’s hill. No other events in history 
can match the significance and sublimity embodied 
in these two events. 

Lord Cairns was one of Great Britain’s most 
outstanding prime ministers, and it has been said 
of him that he was the greatest lawyer ever to 
occupy that high position. This man was a sincere 
disciple of Christ, and his most intimate desire 
was to make everyone know that the happiness that 
resided in him came from knowing Christ. 

In a speech he delivered to the workers of 
Great Britain he said: 

“If I could take you to my house, you would 
think that I have a luxurious mansion and a abun- 
dance of food at my table, and you would say that 
with all that I have I must be a happy man. In re- 
ality I am a very happy man. But my happiness 
does not come from the commodity of my house or 
the abundance of food on my table. 

“My happiness emanates from another foun- 
tain. Every day I get up with the security that God 
loves me and takes care of me. He has forgiven me 
all my sins, for the love of Christ. Thus I can con- 
template the future without the slightest fear. His 
Holy Spirit reveals to me that all this happiness is 


The Pope’s “Agonizing Death” 


Huon SOME of the news agencies has 
come a description of the “agonizing death of Pope 
Pius XII.” His physician, Dr. Galeazzi-Lisi, has 
described this “agonizing death” as being accom- 
panied by fear and insecurity regarding the future. 

This reminds the writer of the sad, unex- 
pected experience he encountered years ago as a 
Dominican monk. Just two years after my entrance 
into the Dominican Order, Pope Benedict XV died, 
and the description of his death was quite similar 
to that of Pius XII. The first obligation of the 
entire Roman Catholic Church was to pray for 
the poor soul of the Pope, just as they have done 
in the case of Pius XII. 

One can feel only a sense of pity for the last 
end of such a man. How is it possible that the 
ecclesiastical demigod who had the keys of heaven 
and earth is unable to use these keys to gain en- 
trance into his own eternal salvation? What a 
pathetic ending for a man who has devoted his life 
to religion; who has directed, as they say, “the 
barque of St. Peter’; who has been infallible; who 
has elevated the Virgin Mary to a state that no 
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only the beginning of a greater joy that will remain 
for all eternity. 

“What is more valuable in my life is what I 
can share with all of you, for it is within the reach 
of all of you, and this is the joy of salvation. My 
most fervent desire is that Christ may reveal Him- 
self to you as the One who can satisfy every desire 
of your hungry hearts.” 

This is the Christ that was born two thou- 
sand years ago, and this is the Christ who today is 
anxious to give happiness to every heart and value 
to every life. This is the Christ who offers salvation 
as a free gift, not only at Christmas time but all 
through the year. 

This is the Christ of whom the angels sang, 
whose glory is “far above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world, but also in 
that which is to come.” (Eph. 1:21) “Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) 

“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
Him, and given Him a name which is above every 
name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” (Phil. 2:9-11) 


May Christmas this season be not just 
another holiday, but a time of meditation on the 
marvelous “name which is above every name,” and 
may it mean a new reverberation of life, a new fire 
of consecration, a new vision, a new dedication to 
the Saviour who has called us out of bondage and 
who has given Himself to be, now and forever, “God 
with us.” 





other pope had dared to imagine. 

At the end of his life he dies in fear and 
agony, not knowing what the future holds in store 
for him. All the pomp and ceremony, all the master- 
fully devised rituals in his honor may impress the 
people, especially Roman Catholics, but they can- 
not gain him one inch of heaven. And of what use 
is the elaborate embalming process which is to 
preserve his mortal remains for many years to 
come? How long will his person be remembered? 

And what about his soul and his eternal 
destiny? What Roman Catholic knows where this 
Pope is right now? The doctrine of the Roman 
Church establishes that anyone who can say “I 
am saved” at any time in his life commits a mortal 
sin. 


INFALLIBLE WORDS OF CHRIST 


In contrast to this description of the Pope’s 
passing are the solemn words of Scripture from 
the lips of the Saviour, an infallible manifesto 
addressed to anyone who follows Him: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me 
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hath everlasting life.” (John 6:47) 

Who can argue against this infallible and 
eternal utterance of the Lord Jesus Christ? Yet 
human beings are more prone to heed human lucu- 
brations and doubts than trust in the simplicity of 
this eternal promise. 

If Pope Pius XII had had the courage to 
express faith in the only One who died for our 
sins; if he had realized that there is only one Medi- 
ator between man and God; if he had accepted the 
fact that Christ’s death invalidated any other sacri- 
fices and that once for all He died for the sins of 
the world—then Pope Pius XII would not have 
faced a death of fear and desperation, an “‘agoniz- 
ing death.” Instead, he would have been able to 
say: “I know Whom I have believed .. .”’ (II Tim. 
1:12) 


Rome and “Freedom’s Holy Light” 


ban IS NO LONGER a vast difference 
between the attitudes and actions of the Roman 
Catholic Church in countries where she has been 
dominant for centuries and the aggressiveness of 
her priests and prelates in the United States of 
America. Freedom of worship, long cherished by 
the American people as one of their inalienable 
rights, has been shamefully jeopardized by the 
Roman Catholic Church, which traditionally has 
had little regard for the individual conscience in 
such matters. The intolerant and fanatical meth- 
ods employed by the Roman Church in opposition 
to Protestant ministers and congregations are such 
that we can no longer remain silent. 


One case in point is the incident that took 
place in Battle Creek, Michigan, as recently as 
July 31 of this year, ‘at which time O. C. Lambert 
was scheduled to speak in the Church of Christ. 
Ten minutes after the service started it had to be 
dismissed because of the confusion caused by the 
misbehavior of three priests and thirty or forty 
of their co-workers. 


Despite the fact that one of the men present 
at the meeting was a member of the Battle Creek 
police force, he did nothing to stop the confusion. 
Township police were called, but they acted help- 
less, explaining that they “didn’t know of anything 
to do.” 

Most of the denominations with churches in 
Battle Creek were represented at this meeting be- 
cause their members were invited to be present— 
including the Catholics. One of the priests entered 
carrying a lighted cigarette and sat in the front 
row. During the sermon he arose and walked to 
the back of the church, put out his cigarette and 
returned to his seat in the front. It is reported that 
probably some of the priests and their followers 
had been drinking before the service. They mum- 
bled and shouted in the church and even went so 
far as to challenge the personal integrity of the 
speaker. All this in a church where they were 
guests! 
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This indeed presents to the Roman Catholic 
reader a most challenging invitation. If the Pope 
cannot save himself, if all the prayers, masses and 
responses cannot help his departed soul, where will 
Roman Catholics find solace and the assurance of 
salvation? There is only one answer. Christ said: 
“T am the resurrection, and the life: he that be- 
lieveth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me 
shall never die.” 


The only message to proclaim is that Christ 
is our Saviour. Our earnest, heartfelt invitation to 
all Roman Catholics is this: Come back to the sim- 
ple gospel of Christ; accept the purity of the mes- 
sage; embrace the Word of God. Trust in the one 
and only Saviour, the only Hope of the world, 
Christ Jesus, and you will be saved, now. 





Mr. Lambert, unable to stop the confusion, 
was forced to dismiss the meeting. 


Arrangements for services on the next two 
evenings, August 1 and 2, were co-ordinated with 
the Michigan State Police. Only under those cir- 
cumstances was Mr. Lambert able to deliver an 
uninterrupted speech. 


SHAME AND OUTRAGE 


No part of this “dirty” story was carried 
by the local press. There is a radio program in 
that city called “Sound Off” that transmitted the 
facts to its listeners because irate constituents gave 
them the facts. They have since barred religious 
issues from their agenda of topics, presumably 
because of pressure. 


We have heard comments of protest from 
many who attended this meeting. Mr. Leamon 
Flatt reports this incident in a pamphlet as fol- 
lows: 


“I furnish you with one example of those 
who are alert and concerned with this ebony cloud 
of Roman Catholicism hovering over America (and 
the world). The Seventh-day Adventists are broad- 
casting throughout their represented areas the 
story of the uncouth Battle Creek incident. They 
can well spread it, since one of their ministers was 
present to hear Brother Lambert but heard largely 
a conglomeration of embittered shouts. Even 
though we do not agree religiously, they, as a neu- 
tral third party, are expressly awake to those in 
shameful fault.” 


As Protestants in a nation founded on Prot- 
estant principles, shall we allow these abuses to go 
unchecked? Shall we refuse to raise our voices for 
fear of being called bigots? Or shall we take 
action? It has been well stated by Henry F. Amiel 
that “truth is not only violated by falsehood; it 
may be equally outraged by silence.” 
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Benedictus 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, 
And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David; 


As he spake bp the mouth of his holp prophets, which have been since the 
world began: 


That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; 
To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; 
The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, 


That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our 


enemies might serbe him without fear, 
Jn holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life. 


And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go 


before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people bp the remission of their sins, 


Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high 
hath visited us, 


To give light to them that sit in Darkness and in the shadow of death, to 


guide our feet into the wap of peace. 


-Luke 1:68-79, King James Wersion 


2 
2 
8 
$ 
$ 
3 


DECEMBER, 1958 


~ 












Upon the death of one pope and the coronation of his successor, the papal tiara, ancient symbol of power and 





authority, passes from one brow to another. But do you know where this unique symbol had its origin? Do you 


know what it represents? 


rH PAPAL CIARA 


ee Roman Catholic tiara, 
the resplendent crown of the su- 
preme pontiff, is a magnificent 
and costly vestment. Beehive- 
shaped and standing about four- 
teen inches high, heavily padded 
and lined with white silk, it is 
ornately adorned with jewels, 
precious stones and pearls. 

The groundwork is an exqui- 
site silver netting encircled with 
three royal diadems which give 
it the significant name triregnum. 
These gracefully encircling dia- 
dems are broad gold bands bor- 
dered on each edge with a row of 
pearls and set with precious 
stones—the amethyst, the garnet, 
the emerald, the sapphire, the 
ruby, and the topaz. 

At the base of the tiara are 
attached two unusual pendants, 
thirteen inches in length, taper- 
ing from three and one half 
inches in width at the lower end 
to two and one half inches at the 
upper extremity, where they are 
fastened to the crown two and a 
half inches apart. These pendants 
of the purest linen stiffened 
with buckram are_ beautifully 
stitched with velvet thread and 
add much to the over-all impres- 
sion of pomposity. Executed in 
the finest needlework is the coat 
of arms of the pope’s family. Cli- 
maxing all this regal splendor, at 
the pinnacle of this bejeweled 
tiara, gleams a small cross with 
transparent Roman diamonds. 

The historians of the ancient 
world record that a crown similar 
to the papal tiara was worn by 
the royal family of the Achae- 
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menid Persian dynasty, Magi 
priests, and army generals. They 
described it in elaborate detail 
and said it was used only by those 
of influence and power. This cap 
aroused much interest in the 
minds of these writers, and cer- 
tain Greek historians record 
that Alexander the Great, the 
Greek priests, and leaders of the 
Greek senate wore a Camelau- 
cum. This Camelaucum, they 
state, was a covering for the 
head. It had two pendants and 
was called by the Greeks and Ro- 
mans the tiara. 


SYMBOL ADOPTED, 
ADAPTED 


The tiara was transferred from 
Greece to Constantinople in the 
fourth century B.C., where it was 
adopted by the emperors of the 
Alexandrian empire. Simultane- 
ously it was used by the Roman 
emperors, who willed it eight 
centuries later to the bishops of 
the Christian Church of Rome. 

Upon adoption by the Roman 
popes in the fourth century A.D., 
the tiara, officially known as the 
Camelaucum, underwent a proc- 
ess of evolution and development. 
It retained its original shape and 
structure, but under the hands of 
the popes it became more ornate 
and elaborate. Prior to this time, 
it was a simple headpiece com- 
pletely lacking in diadems and 
ornaments. 

Boniface VIII adorned his 
crown with so many costly jewels 
that the total weight was approxi- 
mately six pounds. It was orna- 
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mented with twenty-four rubies, 
twenty-five large pearls, one hun- 
dred small pearls, four golden 
roses, seventeen cats’-eyes, eight 
rosettes with forty-three pearls 
and numerous golden blades. 

Paul II commissioned Ghiberti 
to make an elaborate bejeweled 
triregnum costing more than one 
billion six hundred fifty million 
dollars. It was constructed of 
cloth of gold, mounted on a stiff 
foundation, and the three golden 
crowns, highly decorated in gold- 
smith’s work, were set with 
numerous jewels and pearls. It 
had a white coif beneath for the 
head, and two pendants of fur 
hung down as a covering for the 
neck. 

The popes of the succeeding 
years copied the style of the tiara 
of Paul II and adopted this tr- 
regnum for all ceremonial occa- 
sions, and since that time it has 
received no change worthy of 
note. The present tiara has been 
in use since 1836, and has been 
worn by Pius IX, Leo XIII, Pius 
X, Pius XI, and Pius XII. This is 
the official tiara with which the 
popes are crowned and which 
they wear on all great occasions 
of the Roman Church. 


DUAL NATURE 


Besides adding lavish orna- 
mentation to the tiara, the popes 
made it significant of their tem- 
poral authority, and made their 
miter symbolic of their spiritual 
rule. Constantine the Great is 
supposed to have said that the 
tiara represented his authority, 
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that is to say, temporal author- 
ity, and he bestowed it upon Pope 
Sylvester with that idea still in 
mind. 

The tiara continued to symbol- 
ize temporal authority until the 
time of the Crusades, at which 
time it was considered necessary 
to have it symbolize the spiritual 
nature of the Roman Church. 
This brilliant political move con- 
vinced many kings and emperors 
of the sincerity of the popes, and 
the Church gained assistance and 
influence in its war against the 
Turks. 

Under the reign of Paul II, the 
tiara reverted back to its previ- 
ous nature and represented the 
militant and political nature of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
Henceforth the tiara remained a 
sign of sovereign power and has 
been worn by all succeeding popes 
at their coronation, councils and 
processions of non-liturgical so- 
lemnity. 


RULER OF THE WORLD 


When the triple crown is placed 
upon the head of the pope at his 
coronation, the second cardinal 
deacon in the loggia of St. 
Peter’s Church recites the follow- 
ing words: “Receive the tiara 
crowned with three crowns, and 
know that thou art father of 
princes and kings, ruler of the 
world, vicar of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” 

Concerning the time for wear- 
ing of the tiara, Pope Innocent 
III, speaking of the coronation of 
the pope and church services, 
says: “For a Sign of Spiritual 
power He bestowed on me a 
miter; for a sign of temporal 
power He gave me a crown (coro- 
na); a miter for the priesthood, 
a crown for the kingdom, ap- 
pointing me Vicar of Him who, 
both in His garment and on His 
thigh, had written: ‘King of 
kings, and Lord of lords,’ a priest 
according to the order of Mel- 
chisedec.” (Glossary of Ecclesias- 
tical Ornament and Costume, by 
Augustus W. Pugin, p. 173.) 

This same pope, speaking of 
the tiara worn by St. Sylvester, 
says: “The Roman Pontiff uses 
the tiara (triregnum) as a sign 
of empire, but the miter as a sign 
of his pontifical powers; but the 
miter he uses always and every- 
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where; but the crown neither in 
all places nor at all times.” 
(Pugin, loc. cit.) 


HIGHEST PRIEST 


On assuming the tiara, a newly 
crowned pope also assumes titles 
and appellations denoting his 
sovereignty and temporal author- 
ity. The most noteworthy of these 
are Papa, Summus Pontifex, Pon- 
tifex Maximus, Servus Servorum 
Dei. The title Papa was at one 
time used to designate all the 
bishops and priests of the entire 
Christian Church. The Western 
Church restricted its use to its 
bishops, but Gregory VII finally 
decreed that it should be confined 
to the Roman popes. 

The title Summus Pontifex 
(High Priest) was first used of 
a bishop of a notable see in rela- 
tion to those of lesser importance. 
Hilary of Arles was so called, 
and Pope Nicholas I was termed 
summus pontifex et universalis 
papa, and was given all the rights 
and privileges pertaining to the 
title. 

The term Pontifex Maximus 
(Highest Priest), as regards its 
application to the pope, “was 
further a reminiscence of the dig- 
nity attached to the title of pagan 
Rome.” Tertullian used it in re- 
ferring to the Sovereign Pontiff. 
In the Catholic Encyclopedia 
there is a life-size photograph of 


appear in documents which have 
been proven spurious but which 
were used to build up the papacy 
as it is today. The first use of the 
title appears in the Donation of 
Constantine, a document drawn 
up by clerics of the Roman 
Church of about the eighth cen- 
tury and used for many centuries 
in establishing and maintaining 
the pope’s temporal supremacy. 
In this document, among other 
things, is this statement: 

“We together with our 
satraps, and the whole senate and 
my nobles, and also all the people 
subject to the government of the 
glorious Rome .. . consider it 
advisable, that as the Blessed 
Peter is seen to have been con- 
stituted Vicar of the Son of God 
on earth, so the Pontiffs who are 
the representatives of that same 
Chief of Apostles, should obtain 
from us and our empire a su- 
premacy greater than the clem- 
ency of our earthly imperial 
serenity is seen to have conceded 
to it, choosing that the same 
Chief of the Apostles and his 
vicars be our constant interces- 
sors with God.” 

Pope Leo IX also made use of 
the same Donation and referred 
to the title Vicarius Filii Dei in 
his letter to Michael Caerularius, 
Patriarch of Constantinople in 
1054. Leo IX incorporated the 
Donation in his letter and used it 





Pius IX under which is his name 
and the title Pontifex Maximus. 


VICAR OF THE SON OF GOD 


Numerous other titles, not 
necessarily inscribed on _ his 
crown, are assumed by the pope, 
among them Vicarius Filii Dei. 
While it is true that the title Vi- 
carius Filii Dei is not found in 
the accepted authoritative litera- 
ture of the Roman Church, it does 


as authority in supporting his 
claims to temporal authority. 
Cardinal Manning used the title 
when he said: “It was dignified 
obedience to bow to the Vicar of 
the Son of God, and to remit the 
arbitration of their griefs to one 
whom all will consent to obey.” 


KING OVER ALL 
While there is no proof that the 


(Continued on page 14) 
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“The king by judgment establisheth the land: 
but he that receiveth gifts overthroweth it.” 


Rees BEFORE the 85th Con- 
gress adjourned, a bill was passed 
appropriating more than $3,000,- 
000 in funds held by the U.S. 
Government for payment to 
church institutions (most of them 
Roman Catholic) in the Philip- 
pines. Since the awards had al- 
ready been made, the bill had no 
trouble getting Congressional ap- 
proval and the Presidential sig- 
nature, but it served to remind 
the American public of a grievous 
flow of funds which has stretched 
out for almost a decade. 

In May 1950 the War Claims 
Commission in Washington is- 
sued a news release which was 
sent to church editors, religious 
publications and mission boards. 
It noted briefly that “religious 
groups rendered invaluable serv- 
ice in the Philippines during the 
war, ministering to the physical 
and spiritual needs of military 
personnel and American civilian 
internees. For that reason the 
Congress expressly authorized 
war claims payments to such or- 
ganizations or religious orders.” 

In the same release the Com- 
mission invited qualified  reli- 
gious organizations to file their 
claims under Section 7 of the 
War Claims Act of 1948. For 
several years after that the mat- 
ter got little public attention, but 
funds were quietly flowing to 
Philippine religious institutions. 
The matter again came into the 
spotlight two years ago when an 
additional $8,000,000 was made 
available to the Philippine insti- 
tutions. It is not very well 
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known, however, that awards 
now total about $30,000,000 in 
all. And it all started with one 
short paragraph which was in- 
cluded in the Act of 1948. 


AGGRESSIVE PROGRAM 


Without the pressure which 
was exerted by the Roman Catho- 
lic Church not one cent would 
have gone to churches in the 
Philippines. The story of that 
pressure, and its effectiveness on 
the Washington scene, illustrates 
what can happen when a highly 
developed religious organization 
sets out to extract public funds 
for its extension programs. 

Immediately after World War 
II the Philippine Catholic hier- 
archy adopted an aggressive re- 
building program designed to 
overwhelm the growing Protes- 
tant minority. Wherever Protes- 
tants built a school, or even opened 
a Sunday School, Roman officials 
would counter by making a simi- 
lar move. 

To finance such an aggressive 
program would require huge 
sums of money. As one source of 
such funds the Philippine hier- 
archy turned toward Washing- 
ton. The demands for payment 
were attached to the theory that 
religious institutions should be 
rewarded for their part in the 
Philippine conflict. A bill was 
introduced in Congress which 
would amend the Philippine Re- 
habilitation Act of 1946 so as to 
allow the payments to the 
churches. The bill was unsuccess- 
ful, but the brief paragraph 





(Proverbs 29:4) 


which turned up in the War 
Claims Act of 1948 managed to 
get Congressional approval. 

The report of the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee favorably re- 
porting this bill said that the 
payments allowed in Section 7 
would “begin again to rebuild the 
splendid institutions in the Phil- 
ippines which did so much to 
inculcate into the people of those 
islands the intense loyalty to our 
form of government which stood 
us well in the late war and which 
will continue to provide an almost 
impregnable bulwark against the 
march of Communist aggressions 
in the Pacific.” 


KEY FIGURE 


The War Claims Commission, 
now the Foreign Claims Settle- 
ment Commission, was charged 
with administration of the Act, 
including adjudication of the re- 
ligious claims. Awards under the 
1948 law amounted to less than 
$3,000,000. But that was only the 
opening wedge. Subsequent 
amendments, adding another sev- 
en paragraphs to Section 7, made 
way for another $26,000,000 in 
awards. Added to smaller 
amounts based on other sections 
of law the total is well over the 
$30,000,000 mark. 

One key figure in this drama is 
John A. O’Donnell, a former com- 
missioner of the Philippine War 
Damage Commission. He now 
maintains a Washington law 
practice and is registered as a 
lobbyist. His experience with the 
War Damage Commission gave 
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him intimate knowledge of Phil- 
ippine claims. In fact, the files of 
that Commission became a pri- 
mary source of evidence upon 
which the War Claims Commis- 
sion adjudicated the claims 
which were filed. Much of the 
success of the Roman Catholic 
claims can be attributed to 
O’Donnell’s background and the 
role he played in behalf of his 
client. 

It should not be thought that 
O’Donnell rendered his services 
gratuitously. Under the law he 
was entitled to hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars in fees. Reports 
in Washington indicated that the 
amount of the fees became a mat- 
ter of considerable dispute be- 
tween O’Donnell and the Roman 
Church and that Catholic officials 
even approached a member of 
the Commission to have the fees 
lowered. 


FIELD DAY 


The Act did not, of course, ex- 
clude non-Catholic organizations 
from the benefits, if they could 
back up their claims. But under 
the circumstances it was impos- 
sible for them to compete in the 
Roman Catholic groups for which 
the law had been written. Non- 
Catholic groups lacked enthusi- 
asm for this kind of competition 
from the very outset. 

So the result was clear from 
the beginning. The Church of 
Rome had a field day, while the 
others got a few consolation 
prizes. Approximately 90% of 
the money went to Catholic or- 
ganizations and the remainder 
was divided many ways among 
the Protestant, Jewish and other 
non-Catholic organizations. 

The first funds to go out were 
for food, clothing, shelter, hos- 
pitalization, medical services and 
other relief. The rest was for 
property damage to schools, col- 
leges, universities, hospitals, or- 
phanages, and other property 
connected with educational, medi- 
cal or welfare work. By allowing 
such claims the Act clearly set 
a precedent. 

The Act originally provided for 
payment only to those organiza- 
tions which could demonstrate 
that they were “affiliated” with 
a religious organization in the 
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United States. That one word 
became the subject of extensive 
debate because of claims by Ro- 
man Catholic organizations which 
had no affiliation with a U.S. 
organization, except via the Vati- 
can. But the Commission stood 
its ground and many claims were 
turned down because they could 
not establish affiliations. 


PET PROJECT 


At this point Bishop Fulton J. 
Sheen came to Washington in an- 
other attempt to persuade the 
Commission that the Philippine 
Catholic organizations had affili- 
ation in the United States. But 
the Commission ruled that there 
was a lack of “concrete evidence 
or sufficient facts to support the 
legal requirements of the statutes 
and rules as written.” 

When it was clear that the 
claims did not fit the law, the 
Roman Catholic Church deter- 
mined that the law would fit the 
claims. So it turned its attention 
to Capitol Hill once again. 

At this point another key fig- 
ure entered the picture, Con- 
gressman John W. McCormack 
of Massachusetts, the majority 
leader of the House of Represent- 
atives. As well as being a man 
of great influence on the Hill, 
McCormack is an active Roman 
Catholic layman. He let it be 


of person you are.” Then he con- 
tinued, “Despite your state of 
mind and the fact that I believe 
any answer from me would not 
satisfy you, I shall reply to your 
questions in such a manner as 
should satisfy any decent-minded 
person.” 

With this sentiment behind the 
bill, it managed to get the approv- 
al of the committee and was 
passed by the House. Then came 
the big question whether it would 
get the approval of the Senate. 
It was late in the session and 
without Senate approval the 
measure would die. 


LION’S SHARE 


It had failed to get approval 
right up to the day before ad- 
journment and Senator Eastland 
said that there would not be time 
for his Judiciary Committee to 
consider the bill. But at ten 
o'clock that night he called a 
brief meeting of his committee 
and the bill was put on the con- 
sent calendar for the following 
day. 

It is doubtful that the reasons 
for this action will ever be fully 
known to the public. It has been 
pointed out, however, that a 


powerful influence in the House 
of Representatives was at that 
moment stalling off consideration 
immigration bill which 
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known that the new bill amend- 
ing the Act so as to include un- 
affiliated Philippine religious or- 
ganizations was his pet project. 
Anyone intending to stand in the 
way of this bill would stand in 
line for his displeasure. 

One citizen wrote to Congress- 
man McCormack questioning the 
justice of making these additional 
funds available. In reply, Mc- 
Cormack wrote that the letter of 
inquiry had indicated “the kind 


Eastland desperately wanted to 
defeat. This is admittedly conjec- 
ture, and it would likely be denied 
by the parties involved. But the 
situation requires some such rea- 
sonable explanation for the pas- 
sage of the Philippine bill on that 
final day of the 84th Congress. 
Claims filed pursuant to this 
amendment were again brought 
to the Commission for adjudica- 
tion. The awards amounted to 
(Continued on page 14) 














What is a | Christian? 


by Floyd E. George, D.D. 


“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. and thou shalt 


be saved” (Acts 16: 31) 


— it was my privi- 
lege to conduct a funeral service 
for a saintly mother who had 
lived a full and abundant life and 
had taken her departure to the 
better land. She was as fine and 
as Christ-like a person as it had 
been in her power to be. It is 
always a privilege to conduct a 
Christian burial service in mem- 
ory of the life of such a one who 
has known and walked with the 
Lord in intimate fellowship. 

Following the service, her son 
approached me and said: “I 
would give anything in the world 
if I could have a religion which 
would mean as much to me as 
my mother’s meant to her.” Here 
was an educated, successful busi- 
nessman with a heart hunger 
seeking for something that would 
satisfy. He came seeking a faith; 
he wanted to be a Christian. 


A “CHRISTIAN SPIRIT”’ 


Countless numbers of people 
down through the ages have 
asked the same question: “How 
can I become a Christian?” 

There is such a hazy idea 
abroad about what a Christian is, 
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that in my message to you I want 
to try to answer the question: 
“What is a genuine Christian, 
and how do I become one?” 

You often hear it said of some- 
one that he or she has a “Chris- 
tian spirit.” The implication is 
that if one is kindly disposed and 
gives reasonable consideration to 
others and is generally sympa- 
thetic to Christian ideals that 
person is a Christian. But the 
“Christian spirit” is not some- 
thing that can be put on like an 
overcoat. The “Christian spirit” 
is but the outward expression of 
a genuine Christian experience. 
Simply having a Christian spirit 
does not answer the question, 
“What is a Christian?” 

In our text, the Apostle Paul 
tells the Philippian jailer: “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” But 
that word “believe” causes a lot 
of trouble. When Paul speaks of 
believing, he uses a Greek word 
for which we have no exact 
equivalent in the English lan- 
guage. It is the same word that 
he uses so often in its noun form 
where we translate it “faith.” It 


is obvious that “belief”? or mere 
intellectual assent to a given fact 
can be but part of the answer. 
Truly a person must believe on 
Christ if he wants to be regarded 
as one of Christ’s followers. 

But the word “believe,” as gen- 
erally accepted, is not the full 
answer. Belief alone makes such 
little difference in people’s lives 
that it is impossible to believe 
that the purpose of Christ has 
even begun to be fulfilled in 
them. Both outside and inside 
the Christian fellowship are those 
who accept without question the 
principal claims that are made 
for Christ, yet it fails to make 
them Christian disciples; it fails 
to give them a burning desire to 
witness for Him. It is not enough 
then for me to say to my in- 
quirer, “Simply believe.” It re- 
mains for me to explain faith as 
more than mental consent. 


PERSONAL ENCOUNTER 


Neither is a Christian made as 
a club member is made by simply 
signing on a dotted line. Faith 
which consists of mere belief or 
outward form creates no more 
than a potential follower. Great 
throngs of people who accept the 
creeds of the Church and enroll 
as members of the Church do not 
embrace the religion of the New 
Testament. It needs the breath of 
life to make a man a Christian. 
Some inquirers are only to be 
described as theological tourists 
traveling over a field that can 
only be truly understood by spir- 
itual pilgrims. For such inquirers 
Christ is an item in an intellec- 
tual itinerary. 

If we sum up the teaching of 
the New Testament, which is 
the Textbook of the Christian 
Church, we have the Christian 
life defined in these terms: “A 
Christian is a person who has 
met God in Christ and who is 
trusting Him as Saviour and 
obeying Him as Lord.” The 
Christian life is thus a personal 
relationship resulting from a 
personal encounter between the 
living Saviour and the human 
soul. 

For every man who would be 
a Christian, there must be a time 
of encounter, crisis, decision, ac- 
ceptance, and committal. The 
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analogy of marriage used in the 
New Testament is_ thought- 
provoking :—two people meet and 
are attracted each to the other, 
the man.woos the girl, she ac- 
cepts his proposal, in fact accepts 
him, and gives herself to him, an 
acceptance which is sealed pub- 
licly in a covenant. Getting mar- 
ried is a definite act, and no man 
would dream of answering the 
question “Are you married?” by 
saying, “I’m not quite sure, but 
I hope so.” 

Likewise a Christian is a per- 
son who has responded to the 
initiative of the Saviour’s re- 
deeming love by a definite act of 
self-surrender, entering thereby 
into a new “covenant.” 


LIFE OF TRUST 


This brings us back to our 
basic word “believe.” After 
analyzing every passage in the 
New Testament where the Apos- 
tle Paul used the word “believe” 
the noted Bible scholar, J. H. 
Thayer, sums it up in his Greek- 
English Lexicon of the New Tes- 
tument by saying that “belief” 
for Paul meant “a conviction full 
of joyful trust that Jesus is the 
Christ—conjoined with obedience 
to Christ.” 

A Christian then is one who 
trusts in Christ as Saviour and 
obeys Him as Lord. For the 
Christian, there is that which 
God does to make him a Chris- 
tian and there is that which a 
person must do. The Christian 
life is like the farmer’s wheat 
harvest: it is entirely a gift of 
God, but the appropriation of 
that gift requires hard work and 
real effort. A person may have a 
gift for music, but that gift can 
only be appropriated by practice. 
Both gift and practice are neces- 
sary. 

This is as true for the Chris- 
tian as it is for the farmer or the 
musician. Let us consider the 
two words which are incorpo- 
rated in Paul’s injunction to the 
Philippian jailer as interpreted 
by Dr. Thayer. The first word is 
trust. The Christian life is a gift 
of God, and the gift must be 
received if it is to be possessed. 
No man can earn salvation by his 
own strenuous efforts, but it can 
be received as a gift in humility, 
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penitence and trust. This gift is 
Jesus Christ, and “He that hath 
the Son hath Life.” He it is that 
laid down His life at Calvary in 
order to redeem us from the pen- 
alty and power of sin. 
“He died that we might 
be forgiven, 
He died to make us good, 
That we might go at last 
to Heaven 
Saved by His precious Blood.” 


This new life begins, then, 
when a man receives Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour. It continues as we 
abide in Him through a life of 
trust. No dead man can make 
himself live, no blind man can 
make himself see. Jesus Christ 
makes us what we are, and we 
must depend absolutely, entirely 
and utterly upon Him. 


THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH 


The other side of the relation- 
ship which makes one a Christian 
person is “obedience to Him as 


Lord.” This means, of course, 
that we have no right to claim 
Christ’s salvation without doing 
our level best to live up to His 
challenge. “Simply to the cross I 
cling” is but half the gospel, for 
no man is really clinging to the 
cross unless at the same time he 
is striving to fulfill the demands 
of the Christian life. 

“Except the Lord build 
the house, they labor in vain that 
build,” but they must “labor,” 
for God does not build the house 
of our Christian life while we 
look idly on with folded hands. 
God does the building—through 
our building. He works in us 
when we stir ourselves to work 
for ourselves. His creative action 
takes place through our obedient 
action. We receive new life as a 
free gift, but we must practice 
the gift if the music of noble 
Christian living is to result. 

It is therefore not possible to 
live a victorious life without 
obedient action, deliberate effort, 
and careful discipline. As the 
New Testament constantly says, 
the Christian must “fight,” 
“wrestle,” “run,” “suffer,” ‘“‘re- 
sist,’—all words which clearly 
denote strenuous effort. The faith 
that saves is the total response of 
the whole self to the will of God. 
It is the response of the mind in 
belief, the heart in trust, the will 
in conduct. It is to accept the 
fact that God goes all out for us 
and then to be willing to go all 
out for God. This is not easy but 
the prize is worth the cost. 


“CHRIST IN ME”’ 


A Christian then is one who 
experiences a personal relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ. This re- 
lationship has two aspects, trust 
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and obedience. But the mere 
knowledge of what is involved in 
being a Christian does not make 
us live the life of a Christian. 
There must be means employed 
to meet the end. Sir Christopher 
Wren must have had a clear pic- 
ture of St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
his mind’s eye before ever it was 
built, but the actual erection of 
the building involved the use of 
many practical “means.” 

A full and complete answer to 
the question “What is a Chris- 
tian?” must of necessity compel 
us to consider the means whereby 
the noble edifice of Christian 
character is actually erected to 
the glory of God. 

We must therefore be con- 
cerned with the means or method 
by which we both receive and 
obey. A Christian is one who 
practices the art of prayer, who 
gives himself to the devotional 
reading of the Scriptures, to per- 
sonal discipline, to the seeking of 
Divine guidance, to fellowship 
with other Christians, to the serv- 
ice of others, and to witnessing 
for Christ. These are the means 
of Christian growth. 


To the person who thus trusts 
in the saving grace of Christ and 
obeys the will of God, there comes 
the power of the risen Christ, 
who takes up residence in the 
human heart. Paul said, “Not I, 
but Christ liveth in me.” Christ 
comes to us to abide with us 
when we decide to trust Him and 
Him only for our salvation and 
to obey Him in every area of our 
lives. Because He lives in us, we 
keep turning to Him in prayer, 
in communion, in fresh contact. 
He becomes the Lord of all or is 
not our Lord at all. He takes over 
our lives completely. For a per- 
son who is a Christian, Christ 
becomes the actual center of the 
universe. 


We must open the door through 
trust. He comes in and takes up 
His residence within us, and our 
hearts become His home. Christ 
fills our souls and brings them 
into increasing conformity with 
His will until finally He takes us 
to live with Him forever. 

God help us to know the whole 
Christian faith and to accept it 
with our whole lives. 


Mischief 


(Continued from page 11) 


$8,700,000 and the lion’s share 
again went to the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. 

Payments are made from funds 
transferred to the control of the 
Commission from liquidated alien 
assets held by the Alien Property 
Custodian of the Department of 
Justice. They represent alien 
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CoME, 
THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 


Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 


Israel’s Strength and Consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 


Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, 


Now Thy gracious Kingdom 
bring. 


By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 


—CHARLES WESLEY 


POLI IOS 


property which was confiscated 
by the United States during 
World War II and which should 
have been returned to its rightful 
owners long ago. At first blush 
we may be relieved to find that 
the funds flowing to the Philip- 
pines are not technically a part 
of the “tax dollar.” But careful 
consideration will indicate that 
there is even less justification for 
using confiscated property. 


THE CHALLENGE 


This whole process of partial- 
ity and priority for Philippine 
religious institutions is in con- 
flict with the principle of the 
First Amendment. If government 
funds cannot be used to establish 


religion in the United States it is 
certain that they should not be 
used to do so in other parts of 
the world. No amount of rational- 
izing can circumvent -the high 
degree of partiality toward as- 
sisting religious institutions—the 
essence of the establishment con- 
cept—which runs throughout the 
entire history of the War Claims 
Act. 

But things like this can happen 
again unless there is an alert 
public which will stand firmly 
against it. The complexity of 
government coupled with the in- 
creasing scope of religious or- 
ganizations expands the basis on 
which churches will argue for a 
share of the public dollar. More 
than ever before, the nation needs 
alert, dedicated support for the 
principle of separation of church 
and state. 


Papal Tiara 
(Continued from page 9) 


title has ever been inscribed on 
any papal crown, it is used in 
conjunction with the crown and 
used to denote the pope’s tem- 
poral authority over all those who 
call themselves “Christian.” 


At the coronation ceremonies 
of the popes and whenever new 
archbishops are elevated to 
princeship of the Roman Church, 
the following oath is taken, with 
all the clerical subjects of the 
pope repeating the words: “I vow 
and swear a true obedience to 
the Roman Pontiff, Successor of 
St. Peter, the Prince of the 
Apostles, and the Vicar of Jesus 
Christ.” 


According to Roman Catholic 
doctrine, the titles “Vicar of the 
Son of God” and “Vicar of Jesus 
Christ” were conferred by Rome 
and by the Apostle Peter. There- 
fore, all the alleged successors of 
Peter hold the titles. They are the 
highest titles in the Roman sys- 
tem, and both apply equally to all 
popes. They are successive and 
each pope comes into possession 
of them as soon as he is elected 
and crowned, and with the as- 
sumption of these titles and the 
papal tiara, the pope truly be- 
comes king over all his Roman 
subjects. 
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The Faithful Few 


In Italy, the birthplace and traditional 
bulwark of Roman Catholicism, the 
“faithful” are now in a minority, ac- 
cording to a high church official. 

This state of affairs caused Arch- 
bishop Giovanni B. Montini of Milan 
to warn . . . 700 priests from all parts 
of Italy attending a refresher course 
in Milan: 

“We must admit that a very great 
portion of our faithful are unfaithful, 
that the number of people outside the 
Christian community exceeds those 
within it and that in many places our 
pastoral radius is decreasing.” 


Chicago Daily News, Oct. 3, 1958 


The Infallible Pope 


Pope Pius XII’s brief and humble 
last will and testament, published Fri- 
day, asked the world to overlook any 
personal shortcomings. It begged the 
forgiveness of anyone he might have 
“offended” . . . and opened with the 
words in Latin: “Miserere mei, Deus, 
secundum (magnam) _ misericordiam 
Tuam.” (Have mercy on me, oh Lord, 
according to Thy great mercy.) It 
continued: 

“These words which I, knowing my- 
self to be unworthy and inadequate, 
pronounced when I accepted with trepi- 
dation my election as Supreme Pontiff, 
I now repeat with much greater justifi- 
cation since the realization of the de- 
ficiencies, shortcomings and mistakes 
committed during such a long pontifi- 
cate and in such a grave era has made 
my shortcomings and unworthiness 
clearer to my mind. 

“IT humbly ask pardon of all those 
I may have offended, harmed or scan- 
dalized with my words and works. I 
beg those with whom the matter rests 
not to busy themselves or to worry 
about erecting any monument to my 
memory. It is enough that my poor 
mortal remains be laid to rest simply 
in a sacred place which will be the 
more gratifying [to me] the more it is 
obscure. 
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“I do not need to ask for prayers for 
my soul. I know how numerous are 
those prayers which the usual stipula- 
tions of the Apostolic See and the piety 
of the faithful offer for every dead 
Pope. 

“I do not even need to leave a ‘spir- 
itual testimony’ as so many Zealous 
prelates are laudably wont to do, be- 
cause the many documents and speeches 
uttered by me in connection with the 
requirements of my office are sufficient 
to make known, to all those who per- 
chance may wish to know, my thoughts 
on various religious and moral ques- 
tions. . 

“Having said this, I name as my 
universal heir the Holy Apostolic See, 
from which I received so much, as if 
from a very loving mother. 

“15 May, 1956. 

“(Signed) Pius PP XII.” 


Chicago Sun-Times, Oct. 11, 1958 


Why No American Pope? 


What has the Roman Catholic 
Church against American Cardinals 
when it comes to the question of elect- 
ing a new Pope?... 

In the first place there have never 
been enough American Cardinals to 
constitute any substantial voting bloc 
within the sacred college—presently 
composed of 55 Cardinals. This is the 
electoral college of the ancient church, 
the Pios—equivalent at election time 
to the “smoke filled room” of lay 
politics. ... 

When the American armies rolled 
into Rome during the war, correspon- 
dent Reynolds Packard created some- 
thing of a furor in Vatican circles with 
an interview in the Italian papers which 
asked in effect, “When are your fellows 
going to wise up and elect an American 
Pope? Are you ever going to be demo- 
cratic? Are you ever going to realize 
that the United States has the strongest 
and most devout Catholics in the whole 
Church.” : 

The Vatican saw fit to answer un- 
officially. A “source” let it be known 
that the admiration for the American 


Catholic Church was enormous and 
the gratitude for what it had done for 
Italy during the war colossal. But it 
went on to say that it would be hard 
to believe that an American could lay 
aside his nationalism, his inherent patri- 
otism, his heritage, as Italian Popes 
have found it comparatively easy to do 
for generations. An American Pope 
would be “too powerful” and “too 
strong.” 
That feeling still exists. 


Bob Considine in 
N. Y. Journal-American, Oct. 1958 


Whose? 


Perhaps one of the Pope’s most ap- 
pealing and characteristic actions last 
week was his detailed explanation to 
the cardinals of why he had chosen the 
name John. Said he: “. . . We love the 
name of John because it reminds us 
of John the Baptist, precursor of our 
Lord . . . and the other John, the dis- 
ciple and evangelist, who said: ‘My 
children, love one another, love one 
another because this is the grand pre- 
cept of Christ.’ Perhaps we can, taking 
the name of this first series of holy 
Popes, have something of his sanctity 
and strength of spirit, even—if God 
wills it—to the spilling of blood.” 


Time, Nov. 10, 1958 


What Would Peter Think? 


Until 1073, when Gregory VII be- 
came Pope, two rival churches claimed 
primacy, Rome and Constantinople. It 
was Gregory who began the reform of 
the Roman church, and who recognized 
that the Byzantine church must be 
brought under the power of the Papal 
See. It took the Crusaders, marching 
on Constantinople, to achieve this latter 
result and to make Rome the supreme 
fountainhead of the Christian religion. 
But even in the moment of triumph, 
new troubles were brewing. 

There followed 1378, when rival 
Popes reigned in France and in Italy; 
the era of the Borgias, when it seemed 
to the despairing that the church had 
sunk to its nadir; and under Leo X, the 
great secession by Martin Luther, to 
whom all Protestants owe at least some 
spiritual homage, followed closely by 
the founding of the Church of England 
by Henry VIII. These were staggering 
blows, but the church survived, and 
indeed reformed itself. Even the loss of 
the Papal states, half of modern-day 
Italy, did not affect its growth. And the 
Council of Trent, by promulgating the 
doctrine of papal infallibility affecting 
faith and morals, solidified the church 
into its modern form. 


Newsday, Oct. 13, 1958 
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Red Hats and Hinges 


A precedent was established in Ro- 
man Church history when Pope John 
XXIII increased the membership of 
the College of Cardinals to seventy-five. 
The rapid appointment of twenty-three 
new members brought the total to five 
more than the limit of seventy which 
has existed since 1586. Prior to that 
date the total had never exceeded 
thirty. Through the centuries, and of 
course in recent years, there have been 
a number of “empty hats,” but the new 
pope seems to have different ideas. 

The name “cardinal” derives from 
the Latin word “cardo,” which means 
hinge, and was first used in the sixth 
century. As originally applied, the word 
“Cardinal” signified the position of 
bishops, priests or deacons who were 
permanently attached to their particular 
church, just as a door is attached to a 
building by means of its hinges. 

The Sacred College of Cardinals, as 
it is known today, was organized in 
the twelfth century, when it assumed 
the function of an electoral body with 
the exclusive right of choosing the 
pope. 


For Whom the Pope Grieved 


An Italian Court of Appeals has re- 
versed the conviction of Bishop Pietro 
Fiordelli of Prato, who was sued by 
Mario Bellandi for defamation of char- 
acter. 

The reversal followed by _ seven 
months the stormy controversy that 
had resulted in the first trial and con- 
viction of a churchman of such rank 
since the signing of the Lateran Pact 
in 1929 by Mussolini and the Vatican. 

The Bishop, who refrained from at- 
tending either trial, had been accused 
of defaming Bellandi, an atheist, and 
his wife by labeling them “public sin- 
ners” living in “concubinage” for re- 
fusing to be married by the Roman 
Church after their civil marriage. 

The Appeal Court ruled that the 
Bishop was acting within his ecclesi- 
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astical rights and that what he said did 
not constitute a crime. It will be re- 
membered that Bellandi was boycotted 
in his business as a result of the Bish- 
op’s action and that he subsequently 
suffered a breakdown in health. Follow- 
ing the trial last March he had request- 
ed the court to raise the damages of 
$670, levied against the Bishop, to 
$4,800. This request was denied, and 
now the Appeal Court has ordered 
Bellandi to pay all the costs of both 
the original trial and the appeal. 

Bellandi’s lawyers have said they 
would carry the case to the Supreme 
Court if necessary. 


Roman Catholic "Convert" 


From Canada comes a story of 
deathbed conversion to Roman Catholi- 
cism that fits a familiar pattern when 
circumstances seem to favor its accept- 
ance. 

Senator Jacob Nicol, millionaire law- 
yer, publisher, and politician, and long- 
time member of the Baptist Church, 
died in a Roman Catholic hospital at 
the age of eighty-two. Two months 
before his death he had entered the 
hospital with a broken collar bone. 

While the Senator was hospitalized 
his Baptist pastor visited him regularly, 
reading the Bible to him and offering 
prayer. Shortly before his death, the 
Senator asked for the Lord’s Supper to 
be administered to him. He was under 
sedation for pain at the time but was 
fully conscious of what he was doing. 
Just before partaking of communion, he 
indicated to his pastor that in the event 
of his death his funeral service was to 
be conducted by the Baptist pastor and 
a Protestant undertaker. 

The very next day the Baptist pastor 
was shocked beyond words to be in- 
formed that Senator Nicol had become 
a Roman Catholic. The only witnesses 
to the alleged conversion were of course 
Roman Catholics, members of the hos- 
pital staff. The Senator died several 
days later and was buried under the 
rites of the Roman Church. 


Dr. Harold Trinier, editor of the 
Canadian Baptist, reporting the inci- 
dent wrote: 

“We have nothing to say concerning 
the Roman Catholics of St. Vincent de 
Paul Hospital, except that it is not 
likely that they would have been so 
zealous to convert a dying Protestant, 
who was under heavy sedation, right 
after he had received communion from 
his own pastor, had he not been a man 
of such great prominence and such 
great wealth. This incident will surely 
discourage other Protestants from pa- 
tronizing Roman Catholic institutions.” 


The Mystery of 
the Pope's Diaries 


An air of mystery has surrounded 
the existence of diaries reportedly kept 
by Pope Pius XII over a period of forty 
years. 

L’Unita, Communist party newspa- 
per, claimed that a commission of Car- 
dinals was investigating the alleged 
disappearance of some fifty copybooks 
filled with records of the late Pope’s 
activities and impressions, though other 
sources maintained that if such docu- 
ments existed they were still in the 
Vatican. 

According to the Communist news- 
paper, shortly after the Pope’s death, 
Vatican police observed Sister Pas- 
qualina, the nun who was the Pope’s 
personal housekeeper and secretary for 
many years, leave the Vatican with a 
bulging briefcase and deliver it to an 
unidentified stranger waiting near the 
walls of Vatican City. 


Possible Lutheran Merger 


A new three-million-member Luther- 
an Church could come into being in 
North America by 1961 if a merger of 
the United Lutheran Church, the Au- 
gustana Lutheran Church, the Finnish 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, and the 
American Evangelical Lutheran Church 
is consummated according to schedule. 

This was the prediction of the Rev. 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of 
the United Lutheran Church in Ameri- 
ca. He said that commissioners of these 
four church groups plan to have a con- 
stitution and by-laws ready by 1960. 

“The four churches that have banded 
together in U.L.C.A. have a deep long- 
ing for Lutheran union. . . as soon as 
possible,” Dr. Fry said. “What we are 
striving to do in the name of God is 
not designed to be an intermediate step 
looking forward to other gradual prog- 
ress toward a distant goal in the misty 
future.” 

The Lutheran proposal for union 
follows close upon the recent merger 
within the ranks of Presbyterianism. 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 








4 } 


Joan of Arc at Stake 


Joan of Arc heard voices and saw 
visions because she was suffering from 
a brain abscess. So says Prof. John 
Butterfield, prominent British physician, 
and his wife in an article dealing with 
the fifteenth-century French heroine, 
who was later sainted by the church 
that burned her at the stake. 

Now, five hundred years later, Pro- 
fessor and Mrs. Butterfield claim to 
have found sufficient medical evidence 
trem records of the Roman Catholic 
saint’s life and heresy trial to indicate 
that she had tuberculosis of the brain. 
This type of abscess, they say, would 
account for hearing voices and seeing 
lights; for a kidney infection, from 
which Joan suffered during her trial; 
and for the executioner’s report that 
part of her body would not burn— 
probably chalk deposits acquired from 
infected cow’s milk. 


Vatican Concerned over Missions 


During the month of October the 
Roman Catholic Church celebrates its 
annual month of special interest in its 
foreign missions. This year considerable 
alarm was expressed about the situation 
in Asia and Africa. 

The Roman Church is greatly con- 
cerned over the influence of Soviet 
Russia in these countries, according to 
reports from the Vatican’s Congrega- 
tion for the Propagation of the Faith. 
Suspicion against foreign missionaries 
has spread even into India, where prog- 
ress is reported as “extremely slow.” In 
the section of India administered from 
the Vatican mission congregation the 
increase in Catholics from 1953 to 
1957 went from 3,500,000 to only 
3,800,000. 

A severe shortage of native priests is 
noted in Central Africa. Even in the 
Congo, which is considered fruitful 
territory, there are only half enough 
priests available, the Vatican agency 
says. 


Startling Statistics 


One out of every eight pupils attend- 
ing primary and secondary schools in 
the United States goes to a Roman 
Catholic parochial school. 

The National Catholic Educational 
Association has estimated that Roman 
Catholic parochial school students 
make up 12.5 percent of the nation’s 
total enrollment. The estimated figure 
of 4,786,000 represents an increase of 
180,600 over last year’s enrollment. Of 
these, Catholic grade school pupils ac- 
count for about 3,959,500, and Cath- 
olic high schools about 826,500. 

The national Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare has indicated 
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that there are 26,927,000 pupils in 
public high schools. The total non- 
public grade and high school enroll- 
ment, which includes all types of pri- 
vate and parochial schools, was given 
as 5,695,000 for this year. Thus the 
Roman Catholic enrollment is roughly 
85 percent of this total. 

The N.C.E.A. estimates the Roman 
Catholic college and university enroll- 
ment at 322,000 students, an increase 
of 12,000 over last year. There are 225 
such institutions in the United States. 


Roman Catholic Hierarchy 
Supports Communism 


It is evident that outside the United 
States Roman Catholicism is not the 
great bulwark against Communism that 
the church would like to have Ameri- 
cans believe she is. 

A case in point is the pastoral letter 
issued by the Roman Catholic bishops 
of Hungary setting forth their support 
of the Patriotic People’s Front, which 
is headed by leaders of the Communist 
party, in the then forthcoming election. 
. The letter, which was circulated by 
the Hungarian press service, reads in 
part: 

“We trust that the candidates of the 
Patriotic People’s Front, for whom we 
shall vote, will guide the destiny of our 
country with reasonable objectivity, 
honesty and sobriety, and that we may 
be able to cooperate with them in im- 
proving the welfare of our father- 
land... 

“We bishops and priests are above 
all in the service of spiritual welfare. 
On the other hand, the state, because 
of its natural calling, strives to serve 
the earthly goods of the people. Satis- 
faction of earthly requirements we re- 
gard as the complement to our spiritual 
work.” 


School for Scandal 


Early in November, Attorney Gener- 
al William Saxbe of Ohio ruled that 
Roman Catholic nuns may teach in 
public schools and may continue to 
wear their distinctive habits. He added, 
however, that they may not engage in 
sectarian religious instruction. He does 
not consider the use of religious garb 
a form of religious indoctrination. 

The decision, which was made short- 
ly before the election, was protested 
by many prominent Protestant leaders, 
one of whom felt it was a patent effort 
to gain Roman Catholic votes. 

At present, according to two officials 
of the State Education Department, Ro- 
man Catholic nuns are principals in 
public schools in at least six Ohio 
counties, and nuns are teaching in pub- 
lic schools in at least ten communities. 


Apparently there are no records indi- 
cating the number of nuns teaching in 
Ohio’s public schools. 

Saxbe commented that he received 
“more impassioned mail” on this issue 
than on the right-to-work issue. “These 
people who have written in,” he said, 
“seem to think I have made up a law. 
I haven't. 

“The plain truth is that there is 
nothing in the law to prohibit a nun 
from teaching public school. If I had 
ruled otherwise, it would have been an 
illegal opinion.” 

This in Protestant America! 


Gift from a Catholic 


Konrad Adenauer, Roman Catholic 
Chancellor of West Germany, recently 
contributed $1,200 of his own personal 
funds to the Evangelical Trinity Church 
in Worms for the purchase of new 
stained glass windows. 


Who Paid the Bill? 


A strikingly modern $3,000,000 Ro- 
man Catholic high school was dedicated 
in Stamford, Connecticut, by Roman 
Catholic dignitaries on October 23. The 
edifice, which is the third high school 
in the Bridgeport Diocese, occupies a 
twenty-six-acre site, has forty rooms, 
and can accommodate 1,750 pupils. 


Violated Oath 


In New York City a public contro- 
versy has been raging over the matter 
of birth-control therapy in municipal 
hospitals. The controversy originated 
over an order given last July by Roman 
Catholic Dr. Morris A. Jacobs against 
the administration of such therapy for 
a Protestant patient. Dr. Jacobs, who 
holds the post of Commissioner of Hos- 
pitals, was highly praised for his stand 
by the Roman Church, while being 
condemned by Protestant and Jewish 
groups. 

Early in September Mr. Stanley M. 
Isaacs, City Council minority leader, 
accused Dr. Jacobs of violating his oath 
of office. 

“I have no quarrel with the attitude 
of the Catholic Church,” he said, “in- 
sofar as it governs members of that 
faith... 

“That is no excuse, however, for the 
City Commissioner of Hospitals in 
charge of public institutions, open to 
people of every race and creed, to ac- 
cept the code of one religious group, 
when most of those not adherents of 
that faith disagree. 

“I believe Dr. Jacobs’ order was 
highly improper and hope that it will 
be reversed by the Board of Hospitals, 
and that he, in turn, will accept the 
verdict of the board.” 
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My VERY DEAR brethren 
in the Lord, we have just heard 
our dear pastor, Mr. Vila, say 
that I am an orator, and it is true 
that for ten years I have been 
engaged in preaching and public 
speaking, especially in large pub- 
lic gatherings and to select audi- 
ences. These have never made me 
nervous. Yet today, for the first 
time in my life as a public speak- 
er I find I cannot speak. This is 
the most emotional moment of 
my life, so do not expect to hear 
an eloquent orator. 

I am here before you all to tell 
you that from today I am your 
brother, and that what has hap- 
pened to me is similar to what 
the Apostle Paul tells of his own 
experience. I have persecuted 
you! Perhaps you did not realize 
it, but I must say that I have per- 
secuted you with all my soul and 
sincerity. I have held days of 
retreat in the Loyola Institute, 
gathering together the leaders of 
Catholic Action, the big factory 
owners and some of the most ac- 
tive propagandists in our ranks, 
and I have spent a whole day in 
meditations and lectures on “The 
Protestant Heresy,” and espe- 
cially “The Protestant Heresy of 
Tarrasa,” and I gave as my title 
for the lectures of the day, “Tar- 
rasa: Seat of Heresy.” 

I went to preach at Villafranca. 


by Luis Padrosa 


They told me, “We have trouble 
here.” 

“What has happened?” I asked. 

“Recently the Protestants have 
opened a chapel here. Would you 
like the young men of Catholic 
Action to go and destroy it and 
throw stones?” 

“No, wait. That is not Chris- 
tian.” But I felt very sorry that 
the Protestants had gone there. 
Then I asked, “But where have 
they come from?” 

“From Tarrasa,” came the re- 
ply. 

I went to Tarragona and heard 
the same complaint. 

“Where does it come from?” 

“From Tarrasa.” 

I went to Villanueva, and it 
was the same story: “From Tar- 
rasa!’ 

Well, I promised the Catholics 
that I would stop all this and that 
in Tarrasa itself Protestantism 
would collapse. It is all lies and 
error, and we must get rid of 
error. Then I said to some of 
these gentlemen of Tarrasa: 
“Don’t you feel ashamed that here 
in Tarrasa is the principal seat 
of Protestantism for all Catalonia 
and you have not been able to 
strangle it?” 

They said, “All right, father, 
don’t worry; that is not impor- 
tant.” 

“Not important? I know that 
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they are gaining more and more 
converts every day. Does it not 
matter that they snatch from us 
the very souls of men?” 
“Don’t worry, father,” they 
said, “they won’t do anything.” 
“Well,” I said, “let us study 
Protestantism and its doctrines.” 
A certain Senor “X” came to 
me and said, “‘All my millions are 
at your disposal in order to finish 
with Protestantism.” 
“Magnificent!” I replied. Then 
others came and said, “Father, 
what do you want us to do?” 


“Get me the list of all the Prot- 
estant families of Tarrasa,” I 
asked. Thus we formed our plan 
of campaign. Meanwhile, I was 
studying the subject with abso- 
lute sincerity. 

I took the Holy Scriptures and 
began to search, but—where was 
the infallibility of the pope men- 
tioned? Where was the pope men- 
tioned at all? I could not find any 
reference. Where in Scripture 
are we told about Eucharistic 
fasting and the Mass? Nowhere 
could I find these mentioned. And 
the more I studied the more I 
came to see that Christianity is 
one thing and Roman Catholicism 
another, completely distinct from 
each other. 

The more I searched the Scrip- 
tures the more convinced I be- 
came of this truth, until at last 
there came the moment—but was 
it a moment? No, it has been thir- 
teen years of struggle. It is soon 
said: thirteen years of struggle! 
Yet I must say that it was a 
struggle to me, for I enjoyed a 
fight; I would always put myself 
in the place of greatest difficulty. 
The crowds I loved to preach to 
were always the most intractable 
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“But what things were gain to me, those | counted loess for Christ. Yea doubtless, and 
I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." 


and rebellious. 

So this struggle was not bur- 
densome or disagreeable to me, 
to fight Protestantism, because I 
was quite convinced that I would 
win. “Yes, but who are you?” the 
Lord must have thought as He 
looked on me from heaven. “Who 
are you to kick against the 
pricks?” Thus He spoke to Paul. 


THE STRUGGLE 


I did it all sincerely and was 
honestly seeking the truth. But, 
my friends, know this—perhaps 
you have never known it before, 
—it is very difficult for a Roman 
Catholic to find the truth, in fact 
almost impossible. Do you know 
why? Well, where do we find the 
truth? In the Word of God, the 
Holy Scriptures. But for that 
very reason it is hard for the 
Roman Catholic to know the 
truth, for the Church says one 
must not read the Bible unless 
one reads in the margin the com- 
ments by Father Bove, or Nacar 
Colunga, or Father Scio, who say 
something like this: “St. Paul 
says this, but you must under- 
stand it in the way I say; and St. 
Matthew says this, but you must 
understand it as I say in my foot- 
note.” 

“But,” you say, “can I not read 
what was said by St. Paul or St. 
Peter, or in the Gospels of the 
Lord Himself?” 

No, you may not, for they are 
on the list of prohibited books. 
No one may read them unless 
they are accompanied by the 
comments of a man whom the 
Roman Catholic Church author- 
izes to interpret them. What we 
have to follow is not the Word of 
God, but the word of man. 


You can see, then, how this 
titanic struggle went on within 
me—the struggle of a soul sin- 
cerely seeking the truth and find- 
ing a man always in front of him, 
intercepting his path and telling 
him that he cannot go direct to 
God, for that is heresy, rebellion. 
Instead, he must submit himself 
at the feet of man in order to 
reach God. 
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As I grappled with these things 
I came to realize that this was 
not the teaching of Jesus Christ, 
but of the Roman Church. I saw 
that in the teaching of the Roman 
Church Jesus Christ is presented 
as a fossil, a corpse, a man nailed 
to a cross, but dead, no longer 
alive. The Catholic Church can- 
not get a Catholic to love a dead 
Christ, and if there is no love, 
there is no possibility of sal- 
vation, no matter how many 
Masses, scapularies, medallions, 
novenas, and images are set be- 
fore Him. There cannot be love 
for Christ unless a man sees Him 
as his living Saviour, who died 
for him and rose again and ever 
lives. 

The Roman Catholic soon learns 
that regardless of the prayers to 
the Lord that may be said, his 
salvation depends only on him- 
self, on his own diligence in 
prayer, on using many scapu- 
laries, on his devotion to the 
Virgin—for that is a sure token 
of salvation,—on taking Commu- 
nion the first Friday in the month 
for nine months—nine, not eight 
or seven, for if he does not take 
Communion nine months he does 
nothing. And the Catholic must 
be very devoted to St. Peter, St. 
Antonio, and all the host of other 
saints. Does not all this remind 
us of what the Lord said about 
the Pharisees, “Ye strain at a 
gnat and swallow a camel’? 


THE SCREEN 


But most of all, the Roman 
Catholic must heed what the 
priest says, for priestly dignity 
is above all. We have put this 


(Phil. 3:7, 8) 


screen in front of the people— 
the Holy Mother, the Church, and 
the priest. And Jesus Christ, 
where is He? If you search, you 
will find Him in the background, 
behind the Holy Mother, behind 
the Church and the priest. Nat- 
urally the spiritual life of the 
Roman Catholic is weak and 
anemic, and remains so. 


But, thought I, this is the mo- 
ment of the Holy Mass, in which 
they say one is consecrating the 
body of the Lord. And there be- 
hind me are the faithful, and 
they see the priest with his back 
to them doing certain movements 
and saying incomprehensible 
words, and one goes to sleep and 
another yawns. Is this vita! 
religion? Is that what God or- 
dained? 

All this is a source of amuse- 
ment, while Roman Catholics are 
amused at what you do. As for 
your maintaining that one must 
base one’s faith in Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, that to them is 
heresy. 

But do you know what hap- 
pens? It is extraordinarily diffi- 
cult to pass from one religion to 
another. If you only knew what 
I was going through. It is some- 
thing very serious to find oneself 
up against lifelong traditions, na- 
tive atmosphere, family, relations, 
friends, who are all going to 
say one of two things, or both 
—because they have no other 
argument for him who leaves the 
Roman Catholic Church for Prot- 
estantism: he has gone mad, or 
he has fallen in love. Nothing 
else! 

For the Roman Catholic who 











is convinced of the truth of his 
church there can only be two pos- 
sible reasons for departing from 
the truth: either a man has gone 
mad, or passion has turned him 
mad. So I know quite well what 
they. are going to say about me. 


THE ACCUSATION 


Not long ago we heard of the 
conversion of another Jesuit 
priest, a man of high position, 
Carrillo de Albornoz, Secretary 
of the Marian Congregations of 
the world. I heard the comments 
in our community. Everyone im- 
mediately said the same kind of 
thing. 

“Poor man,” they said, “he has 
gone mad.” Others said, ‘““There’s 
a woman in the case.” They have 
no other argument than these. 


But I tell you that for thirteen 
years I have been studying this 
matter. I have behind me forty- 
three years of intense Catholic 
life, fifteen of solid ecclesiastical 
training, ten years as a priest 
and a preacher to great multi- 
tudes and select audiences. I tell 
you this is no moment of passion. 
For in a moment of passion, I 
know well, a priest could commit 
any sin: adultery, murder or rob- 
bery. But afterwards he returns, 
repents, confesses the sin, and 
continues in his priestly duties. 

The change from one religion 
to another cannot be due to pas- 
sion but must be due to reflec- 
tion. A man deliberately exam- 
ines Holy Scripture and finds a 
great difference in doctrine be- 
tween what he reads and what 
he has been taught. 

For example, where is the doc- 
trine of confession in the Acts of 
the Apostles? We preach and the 
first thing we say is, “Go to con- 
fession!” And yet I read of a 
sinful woman weeping at the feet 
of Jesus, and He says to her, 
“Thy sins are forgiven.” When 
did she make confession? And 
what sins she had! When Jesus 
saw that the other guests doubted 
His words He explained why He 
had forgiven her, saying to her, 
“Thy faith hath saved thee’— 
not thy contrition or thy act of 
humility, but “thy faith hath 
saved thee.” Where is there any 
reference to acts of piety or even 
going to the temple? 
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THE ACT OF FAITH 


As for the thief dying at the 
side of Jesus, what acts of piety 
had he done? Only one: an act 
of faith in Jesus Christ, the Re- 
deemer. Nothing more. If he 
could have done more afterwards, 
if he had been taken down from 
the cross, he would have had the 
obligation to fulfill his Christian 
duties, but that was not necessary 
for his justification. 

Christ had shed His blood for 
him, he believed in that redemp- 
tion, he fulfilled the act of accept- 
ance, of faith, and it is evident 
that he was justified in the eyes 
of the Father. For this reason 
Christ could say to him, “Today 
shalt thou be with Me in para- 
dise.” Not in purgatory. What 
purgatory can there be? Where 
is purgatory? 

How many years of purgatory 
did the thief on the cross have? 
He had spent his life in robbing, 
perhaps had even committed 
murder, and yet Jesus said to 
him, “Today shalt thou be with 
Me in paradise.” 

So he did not go to the purga- 
tory of Roman Catholics. Who 
speaks of purgatory? Certainly 
not the Word of God! 


THE TORTURE 


As I contemplated leaving the 
Roman Catholic Church, one 
problem greatly interested me: 
who should forgive my sins? Of 
could I would try not to sin, but 
we are so weak—and if I should 
sin, what would happen? Who 
could forgive my sins? 

In the Roman Catholic Church 
it is all arranged very conven- 
iently. We commit any sin, we 
go to the priest, he says, “Ego te 
absolvo peccatis tui,” and it is 
finished. We can then take Com- 
munion. 

But in the Acts of the Apostles 
and in the New Testament as a 
whole, it is quite clear that one 
can go only to God to obtain for- 
giveness. 

If you knew the torture of soul 
that Roman Catholics suffer, you 
would never cease to give thanks 
for what you are and what you 
have. People who go to Mass 
every day and are constantly in 
attendance at the Roman Cath- 
olic churches live in torment of 


soul, saying to themselves, “Shall 
I be saved or lost? Did I make a 
good confession or not? When I 
described my sin perhaps I should 
have put it in another way—or 
I meant it in one way but the 
father confessor understood it in 
another. Perhaps I only said 
twice what I ought to have said 
three times. . . . Of course, it 
was such a delicate matter... I 
mentioned it to him, but, oh, why 
did I not describe it in more 
detail?” 

These poor souls have no peace. 
Is this the true Christian faith? 
Where in the Gospels do we find 
this method of tormenting the 
sinner? When did Jesus Christ 
or His Apostles torment sinners 
with their questions? 


THE VICTORY 


My son, are you repentant? 
Have you in your heart faith that 
Christ our Lord has redeemed 
you? Then your faith in Him has 
saved you; that is all. St. Paul 
himself says: “I do not frustrate 
the grace of God: for if right- 
eousness come by the law, then 
Christ is dead in vain.” (Gal. 
2:21) 

The love which you Evangeli- 
cals feel for Christ, which the 
Roman Catholics feel in the same 
measure, comes from knowing 
that He is your Saviour. A Ro- 
man Catholic tries to be his own 
saviour. He says, “I will be saved 
or lost according to what I do or 
do not do.” 

Forgive me if I have persecuted 
you. I do not believe that I have 
done you much harm, for when I 
set myself firmly to study and 
combat Protestantism and de- 
clare war on you, God declared 
war on me, and of course, He 
won! 

I am so glad that I failed, in 
fact most gratified, for it has not 
resulted in failure. It is what St. 
Paul expressed when he said: 
“But what things were gain to 
me, those I counted loss for 
Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count 
all things but loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord.” (Phil. 3:7, 8) 


Never shall I be able to thank 
the Lord enough for bringing me 
to the Truth! 
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the SECRET PURPOSE 
Of MARIOLOGY 


by DEE SMITH 


What do we actually know about the mother of Jesus? Is there 
anything in Scripture to give us insight into her true character? So 
much of myth and legend has sprung up around her name that we 
sometimes forget there once was a real woman standing at Jesus’ side. 
But she bears little resemblance to the “Blessed Virgin,” who plays 
a special role in the Roman Church. 


Arne references to 
Mary in the Bible are relatively 
infrequent, they are unmistak- 
able. She emerges from the pages 
of Holy Scripture a figure of com- 
mendable courage. No episode of 
her life reveals her character so 
strikingly as her vigil on Calvary. 
Few mothers, however loving, 
would be able to share the in- 
famy of a public execution. When 
most mothers would be in a state 
of collapse Mary stood through a 
long and agonizing ordeal which 
only the most valiant spirit could 
sustain. The Bible gives her to us 
a sublimely courageous figure 
silhouetted against the lowering 
sky of Jerusalem at the foot of 
the Cross. 

Between this noble, heroic wo- 
man and the vapid, bedizened doll 
set up by the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy there is little resem- 
blance. Instead of the candid and 
forthright gaze of one conscious 
of the dignity and self-respect of 
her womanhood, the “Blessed 
Virgin” shrinks in servility with 
lowered eyes, as if ashamed of it. 
One searches the empty face for 
a single trace of such character 
as must have graced the one 
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chosen to nurture the Christ. The 
search is vain. The astute ob- 
server soon realizes that this 
insipid caricature decked out in 
gaudy finery bears no relation- 
ship at all to the Mary of Scrip- 
ture, and is nothing more than 
sheer fabrication, a fiction pro- 
moted with ulterior purpose. 


“PATIENT GRISELDA”’ 


Why should it be necessary for 
the Roman hierarchy to manu- 
facture this particular type of 
mannequin? In what way does 
she serve their interests? To 
answer, one must study the char- 
acter, if it can be so designated, 
with which they have endowed 
their creation. 

It is obvious that the Blessed 
Virgin represents a model for 
Roman Catholic women, or to 
put it more accurately, a strait 
jacket in which the clergy would 
like to fasten them. She repre- 
sents the type of woman most 
conducive to sustained clerical 
control over the minds of the 
Roman masses. Her outstanding 
quality is an unquestioning pli- 
ability. She is the ideal woman 
of the Middle Ages, the “patient 


Griselda” type. 

The reader will recall that Gri- 
selda submitted patiently while 
her husband took each of her 
children away and killed them. 
As a reward for her patience he 
came back one day with all the 
children alive, explaining that he 
had only been testing her. Today 
Griselda would be under the care 
of a psychiatrist or in prison as 
an accessory before the fact. But 
her abject submission to author- 
ity is the ideal that the Roman 
Church wishes to instill—indeed 
must instill—in Catholic woman- 
hood, for it is upon the subservi- 
ence of the Catholic woman that 
the whole Roman political and 
commercial system depends. 


**MEEK AND MILD” 


As the pliable mouthpiece and 
super-spokesman for the _hier- 
archy, the Blessed Virgin has 
done yeoman _ service down 
through the centuries. No pub- 
licity job has been too small for 
her and none too great. During 
the Middle Ages she appeared at 
a German cathedral to leave a 
series of “miraculous” letters 
castigating a certain prelate, 
which letters, by a strange coin- 
cidence, she gave into the hands 
of his ecclesiastical rival. 

From so small, one might al- 
most say so personal, an item, 
the Blessed Virgin unhesitatingly 
steps into the world scene. Ap- 
pearing before a group of peas- 
ant children in Fatima, Portugal, 
she reputedly conveyed a message 
urging politicians on to all-out 
war. 

But more valuable than her 
public services has been her great 
influence in maintaining the 
whiphand of the Roman clergy 
over the Catholic woman, an in- 
fluence as powerful today as it 
has ever been. Should this hand 
ever falter the whole vast struc- 
ture of the Roman Church would 
collapse. It is absolutely essential 
that the Catholic woman remain 
spineless, mindless, “meek and 
mild” as Mary is pictured, willing 
to accept dumbly, in a subjec- 
tion lower than that of Hindu 
purdah, a half-life in which her 
role is merely to beget and to 
drudge. Any deviation from this 
norm among Roman Catholic 
women is due to their good for- 
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tune in being born in a Protes- 
tant country. 

Yet the hierarchy’s contempt 
for womanhood does not preclude 
the awareness that their whole 
power-system rests upon the 
Catholic woman, that, if she ever 
raises her bowed head, their 
world-wide political machine will 
collapse irreparably. Hence they 
must use every inducement to 
keep her as she is, and, where in- 
ducement fails, threat of eternal 
damnation. 


PLANNED MOTHERHOOD 


To engage the Catholic woman 
in a steady program of repeated 
motherhood serves a double pur- 
pose. First, it keeps her out of 
mischief, just as it keeps her hus- 
band with his nose to the grind- 
stone. With a baby coming every 
year there is little danger that 
the parents will have a chance to 
look around and make undesir- 
able comparisons between the 
ethics of their creed and that of 
the Protestant churches. 

In addition, this large family 
program serves to plug the hole 
in the dike left by the defection 
of large numbers of the more in- 
telligent Roman Catholics who 
are quitting the church in droves. 
In fact, without this ready-made 
following the Roman Church 
would be hard put to hold her 
own, so great has the exodus be- 
come. Upon the baby crop de- 
pends the hope of the clergy to 
retain their positions of privilege, 
ease and power. 

It is this, and only this, 
which explains their fulminations 
against birth control. Planned 
parenthood would not only give 
the Catholic woman a “breather” 
in which she might have the dan- 
gerous opportunity of assessing 
her position, but it would pull the 
plug out of the breach through 
which thousands of Roman Cath- 
olics are leaving the church. And 
with a lessening of membership 
would go a blunting of the weap- 
on with which the hierarchy 
threatens and intrigues its way 
to power. 

This, of course, is not the ex- 
planation given by the clergy for 
its opposition to planned parent- 
hood. However brainwashed, the 


22 


Roman Catholic woman could 
hardly be expected to jeopardize 
her health and well-being merely 
to keep ambitious men in posi- 
tions of power. Her compliance 
must be assured by other tech- 
niques, and so they play upon her 
emotions, instill fear in her soul, 
and even encourage superstition 
to achieve their goal. 


BIRTH CONTROL 


In Roman Catholic countries 
where women can be kept in total 
ignorance they are given to un- 
derstand that birth control and 
abortion are identical. In enlight- 
ened countries common knowl- 
edge deprives the clergy of this 
deception. It has been necessary 
for them to evolve the theory 
that contraception is as criminal 
as abortion because it constitutes 
an interference with nature. 


This hypothesis ignores the fact 
that all of man’s progress from 
pre-history has been a constant 
process of “interfering with na- 
ture.” Interference in the form 
of direction and control is a pre- 
rogative of man’s questing spirit 
and distinguishes him from the 
beasts. 


There is, however, an inter- 
ference with nature which she 
herself shows us to be wrong by 
the consequences she visits upon 
it. This is the excessive over-use 
of any of her functions. When we 
over-eat she protests with indi- 
gestion; when we over-exercise 
she warns with heart repercus- 
sions; and when we over-breed 
she breaks down altogether. 


The Catholic clergy cannot re- 
fute this by pointing out a few 
women who seem to be able to 
reproduce without any observable 
ill effects. These are exceptions. 
The fact remains that the modern 
woman is not equipped physically, 
emotionally, or economically for 
uncontrolled fecundity. She is 
certainly a better judge of her 
limitations than is a celibate 
clergy, which has not even the 
ordinary man’s understanding of 
the complexity of woman. 

Many American Catholic wom- 
en get very tired of their constant 
state of gestation and attempt 
some form of birth control. The 
gullible try to follow the ecclesi- 
astically approved “rhythm meth- 





od.” However, efforts to abide by 
this method often produce ten- 
sions and strains bound to drive 
the couple back into the normal 
pattern of life, a fact upon which 
the clergy cynically counts. But 
the frustrations of the Roman 
Catholic woman only begin at 
that state. In their efforts to en- 
courage her to pattern her life 
after the Blessed Virgin, the 
bachelor clergy presumes to dic- 
tate to her on all phases of mar- 
ried life. The clergy’s solemn and 
sometimes laughably absurd pro- 
nouncements on marriage are 
taken seriously by no one but 
Roman Catholics who, in their 
cultivated blindness, struggle val- 
iantly to make two plus two 
equal five, in accordance with the 
orders of the priests. 


CLERICAL CONTROL 


Great misery has been brought 
into the lives of Catholics through 
this control over marriage by 
men whose own attitudes derive 
from unnatural frustration or 
from furtive samplings of life’s 
forbidden aspects. Such men 
know nothing of married love, or 
of the beauty and depth of sex 
aside from its physical aspect. 
This element, transcending the 
physical, is present wherever love 
is present. The spiritual and 
emotional fulfillments of conjugal 
experience are necessary, not 
only in making the couple them- 
selves better and happier people, 
but through their better social 
functioning adding to the well- 
being of society. The appalling 
ignorance of the Roman clergy 
regarding normal and _ natural 
married life is only equaled by 
their thorough knowledge of ev- 
ery bizarre sexual aberration. 


But the hypocrisy of the whole 
birth control furor is glaringly 
revealed by the hierarchy’s en- 
dorsement of the rhythm method. 
Catholics practicing this not only 
do not have reproduction in mind, 
but are trying sedulously to avoid 
it. Their purpose and intent are 
precisely the same as if they em- 
ployed medically approved meth- 
ods. Does the Roman Church 
presume to teach that it is a sin 
to shoot a man but no sin to 
starve him to death? If avoidance 
of parenthood is wrong per se, it 
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is just as wrong whether brought 
about by active or passive means. 

The theory that the Roman 
Church’s concern over the matter 
has its basis in reverence for hu- 
man life is completely spurious. 
A review of Rome’s social atti- 
tudes in the countries she con- 
trols makes unequivocally clear 
her utter contempt for human 
life. Nowhere in Western Civili- 
zation is human misery so great 
as in the countries administered 
by political fronts for the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


The hierarchy’s “reverence for 
human life’”’ stops with the birth 
of the child. After that, illiter- 
acy, poverty, malnutrition, and 
disease are his lot. Far from re- 
garding the human beings under 
their jurisdiction as a_ sacred 
trust, the hierarchy joins in ex- 
ploiting them with the small 
minority of inordinately and ir- 
responsibly wealthy families, a 
class which has no counterpart in 
democracies but which is always 
a distinguishing feature of Ro- 
man Catholic countries. This is 
the class from which the hier- 
archy itself springs. It provides 
Rome’s partners and abettors. 
Like the clergy, the pro-clerical 
class believes that human beings 
must be kept ignorant and semi- 
starved to be safe for exploita- 
tion. 


HOLY DRUDGE 


In addition to her child-bearing 
service for the glory of Rome, the 
Catholic woman is offered the 
choice of becoming a holy drudge 
within the church, namely, a nun 
in a convent. Here again the 
Blessed Virgin plays a key role, 
that of recruiting officer. 

The whole convent system con- 
stitutes a vast pool of unpaid 
labor upon which the Roman 
Church draws, enabling her to 
undercut business competitors. 
The existence of this labor force, 
which requires no wage beyond 
mere subsistence, gives the Ro- 
man Church an immense advan- 
tage over other proprietors of 
hospitals, laundries, boarding 
homes, schools, farms, homes for 
the aged, etc., whose workers 
must be paid a living wage. To 
keep up this supply of labor is a 
matter of urgent importance. 


DECEMBER, 1958 


Parish priests are promoted by 
their bishops on two counts: first, 
the amount of money they turn 
in to the diocese; and second, the 
number of “vocations’”’ they 
muster. 


THE VIRGIN 
AND VOCATIONS 


“Vocation” is the term eu- 
phemistically applied to the pres- 
sure put upon adolescent girls, 
usually in the Confessional, with 
the object of recruiting them for 
convent life. Considering the sus- 
ceptibility of girls at that age, 
their kaleidoscopic enthusiasm 
for becoming now a nurse, now a 
nun, now a stewardess, it is not 
too hard for a mature and shrewd 
middle-aged man to seize upon a 
passing fancy and blow it up into 
a full-scale vocation. Should the 
girl begin to show signs of un- 
certainty the confessor warns 
her that those who ignore their 
vocations are seldom saved. 


The priest can count upon the 
ardent support of her Roman 
Catholic family, who gain great 
social prestige in the Catholic 
community by having a nun in 
the family. Add to this the mas- 
terly publicity job that has been 
done on the Catholic girl from 
infancy to make the nun an ob- 
ject of holy glamor, almost a 
replica of the Blessed Virgin, 
and it is somewhat surprising to 
learn that of recent years the 
church is finding it increasingly 
difficult to promote vocations 
among American Catholic girls. 
It has become so difficult, in fact, 
that the Roman Church has been 
obliged to import Sisters from 
Europe. 

Many Catholic parents are dis- 
gusted these days to find their 
children being “taught” by ig- 
norant European peasant Sisters, 
brought into the country in excess 
of quota through the connivance 
of sympathetic politicians. In 
many cases these “teachers” are 
even unable to speak understand- 
able English. 

However, in spite of some set- 
backs, the church can count on a 
supply of gullible girls who, 
before they awaken from their 
day-dream of convent life, find 
themselves in the novitiate of a 
religious order. 


PROFIT MOTIVE 


But not all girls are accepted 
by religious orders. Practically 
all orders require a dowry which, 
in the more snobbish denomina- 
tions or orders, may run to five 
figures. A poor girl who can 
bring no money to the church has 
almost no chance of acceptance 
unless she is willing to enter one 
of the more menial orders, or one 
maintaining “lay Sisters” to wait 
upon the “choir nuns.” Needless 
to say, if the nun leaves the con- 
vent her dowry is confiscated. 


No girl lacking robust health 
is ever accepted. The Roman 
Church expects to make a profit 
out of every nun. If a postulant 
or novice breaks down she is 
promptly turned back to her fam- 
ily, or, if she has none, turned 
out on the street. The church has 
no intention of investing in the 
upkeep of any nun if she cannot 
make a good return on the in- 
vestment. 


At this point the writer would 
like to disabuse Protestant read- 
ers of a common fallacy, namely, 
the belief that convent life is im- 
moral. What may happen in com- 
pletely Catholic countries one 
would not venture to say. But 
many years of convent school life 
in the U.S. A. have left me with 
the conviction that there is noth- 
ing whatever to the accusation, 
at least as relates to this country. 
All the nuns I knew were good, 
hard-working, well-meaning wom- 
en. Some were kind and lovable. 
I doubt that any deviation from 
the pattern of continuous hard 
work would be tolerated. The 
church is interested only in finan- 
cial returns. No conduct interfer- 
ing with the work schedule and 
thus jeopardizing profits would 
be permitted. Indeed, in my opin- 
ion, it would be promptly and 
severely dealt with. 

Neither must it be supposed 
that all nuns are unhappy and 
wish to leave the convent. Tem- 
peraments differ inside the con- 
vent as well as outside of it. 
Some nuns enjoy communal life 
and find all the fulfillment their 
natures require in doing the work 
they love. I believe these to be a 
fairly large minority. The major- 
ity of nuns fall into three groups. 

(Continued on page 31) 
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THE BAITED TRAP 


The following letter was written in 1688 by Father La Chaise, confessor to 
Louis XIV of France, to Father Peters, confessor to James Il. It was taken 
from the manuscript papers in the library of Edward Harley, Earl of Oxford. 


WORTHY FRIEND: 


I received yours of the 20th of 
June last, and am glad to hear of 
your good success, and that our 
party gains ground so fast in 
England; but concerning the ques- 
tion you have put to me, that is, 
“What is the best course to be 
taken to root out all heretics,” to 
this I answer, there are divers 
ways to do that, but we must con- 
sider which is the best to make 
use of in England. I am sure you 
are not ignorant how many thou- 
sand heretics we have in France, 
by the power of our dragoons, 
converted in the space of one 
year ; and by the doctrine of these 
booted apostles, turned more in 
one year than Christ and his 
apostles could in ten years. This is 
a most excellent method, and far 
excels those of the great preachers 
and teachers that have lived since 
the time of Christ. But I have 
spoken with divers Fathers of our 
Society, who do think that your 
king is not strong enough to ac- 
complish this design by such kind 
of force; so that we cannot ex- 
pect to have our work done in that 
manner, for the heretics are too 
strong for the three kingdoms; 
and therefore we must seek to 
convert them by fair means, be- 
fore we fall upon them with fire 
and sword, halters, gaols, and 
other such like punishment. 

And, therefore, I can give you 
no better advice than to begin 
with soft, easy means. Wheedle 
them by promises of profit and 
places of honor, till you have 
made them dip themselves into 
treasonable practices against the 
laws established, and then they 
are bound to serve from fear. 
When they have done thus, turn 
them out, and serve others so by 
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putting them in their places, and 
by this way gain as many as you 
can. As for the heretics that are 
in places of profit and honor, turn 
them out, or suspend them on pre- 
tence of misbehavior, by which 
their places are forfeited, and they 
subject to what judgment you 
please to give upon them. 


THE PLOT 


Then you must form a camp 
that must consist of none but 
Catholics. This will make the 
heretics heartless, and conclude 
that the means of relief and re- 
covery are gone. And lastly, take 
the short and the best way, which 
is, to surprise the heretics on a 
sudden, and to encourage the 
zealous Catholics; let them sacri- 
fice all, and wash their hands in 
their blood, which will be an ac- 
ceptable offering to God. 


This was the method I took in 
France, which hath well, you see, 
succeeded; but it cost me many 
threats and promises, before I 
could bring it thus far, our king 
being a long time very unwilling. 
But at last I got him on the hip; 
for he had the for which 
I would by no means give him 
absolution, till he had given me an 
instrument under his own hand 
and seal, to sacrifice the heretics 
all in one day. 





Now as soon as I had my de- 
sired commission, I appointed the 
day when this should be done, and 
in the meantime, made ready 
some thousands of letters to be 
sent into all parts of France, in 
one post night. I was never better 
pleased than at that time. But the 
king was affected with some com- 
passion for the Huguenots, be- 
cause they had been a means of 


bringing him to the crown and 
throne; and the longer he was 
under it, the more sorrowful he 
was, after complaining and desir- 
ing me to give him his commis- 
sion again. But that I would by 
no persuasion do, advising him to 
repent of that heinous sin, and 
also telling him that the trouble 
and horror of his spirit did not 
proceed from anything evil in 
those things which were to be 
done, but from the wickedness he 
had done; and that he must re- 
solve to undergo the severe bur- 
den of a troubled mind, for one of 
them or for the other, and if he 
would remain satisfied as it was, 
his sins being forgiven, there 
would be in a few days a perfect 
atonement made for it, and he be 
perfectly reconciled to God again. 

But all this would not pacify 
him; for he became the more rest- 
less. I therefore ordered him to 
retire to his closet and spend his 
time constantly in prayer, with- 
out permitting any one to inter- 
rupt him; and this was in the 
morning early, when in the eve- 
ning I was to send away all my 
letters. 


INTERVENTION 


I did indeed make the more 
haste for fear he would disclose it 
to anybody; yet I had given him 
strict charge to keep it to him- 
self. And the very things which 
I most feared, to my great sor- 
row came to pass. For just at the 
nick of time, the devil, who hath 
at all times his instruments at 
work, sent the prince of Conde 
to the court, who asked for the 
king. He was told that he was in 
his closet and would speak with 
no man. He impudently answered 
that he must, and would speak 
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with him, and so went directly to 
his closet; he being a great peer, 
no man durst hinder him. And be- 
ing come to the king, he soon per- 
ceived by his countenance that he 
was under some great trouble of 
mind, for he looked as if he had 
been going into the other world 
immediately. 

“Sire,” said he, “what is the 
matter with you?” 

The king at first refused to tell 
him, but he pressing him harder 
upon him, at last the king with a 
sorrowful complaint burst out 
and said, “I have given father 
LaChaise a commission under my 
hand to murder all the Huguenots 
in one day, and this evening will 
the letters be despatched to all 
parts by the post, for performing 
of it; so that there is but a small 
time for my Huguenot subjects to 
live, who have never done me any 
harm.” 

Whereupon this cursed rogue 
answered, “Let him give you your 
commission again.” The king said, 
“How shall I get it out of his 
hand? For if I send to him for it, 
he will refuse to send it.” This 
devil answered, “If your majesty 
will give me an order I will 
quickly make him return it.”’ The 
king was soon persuaded, being 
willing to give ease to his trou- 
bled spirit, and said, “Well, go 
then and break his neck if he will 
not give it you.” 


THE COUNTERPLOT 

Whereupon, this son of the 
devil went to the post-house, and 
enquired if I had not a great num- 
ber of letters there. And they said 
yes, more than I had sent in a 
whole year before. 

Then said the prince, “By an 
order from the king you must de- 
liver them all to me,” which they 
durst not deny, for they knew 
well enough who he was. And no 
sooner was he got into the post- 
house and asked these questions, 
than I came in after him, to give 
order to the postmaster, to give 
notice to all.those under him in 
the several parts of the kingdom, 
that they should take care to de- 
liver my letters with all the speed 
imaginable. But I was no sooner 
entered the house, than he gave 
his servants orders to secure the 
door, and said confidently to me, 
“You must, by order from the 
king, give me the commission 
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which you have forced from him.” 

I told him I had it not about 
me, brt would go and fetch it, 
thinking to get from him and so 
get out of town, and send the con- 
tents of these letters another 
time. But he said, “You must 
give it, and if you have it not 
about you, send some person to 
fetch it, or else never expect to 
go alive out of my hands; for I 
have an order from the king, 
either to fetch it, or break your 
neck, and I am resolved, either to 
carry that back to him in my 
hand, or your heart’s blood upon 
the point of my sword.” 

I would have made my escape, 
but he set his sword to my breast, 
and said, “You must give it me 
or die; therefore, deliver it, or 
this goes through your body.” So 
when I saw nothing else would 
do, I put my hand into my pocket 
and gave it him, which he imme- 
diately carried to the king, and 
gave him that, and all my letters 
which they burned. And being 
all done, the king said now his 
heart was at ease. 

Now how he should be eased by 
the devil or so well satisfied with 
a false joy I cannot tell; but this 
I know, that it was a very wicked 
and ungodly action, as well in his 
majesty as in the prince of Conde, 
and very much increased the bur- 
den and danger of his majesty’s 
sin. 


THE CRIME OF EXPIATION 


I soon gave an account of this 
affair to several Fathers of our 
Society, who promised to do their 
best to prevent the aforesaid 
prince’s doing another such act, 
which was accordingly done. For 
within six days he was poisoned, 
and well he deserved it. The king, 
also, did suffer too, but in another 
fashion, for disclosing the design 
unto the prince and hearkening 
unto his councils. Many a time 


since, when I have had him at 
confession, have I shook hell 
about his ears, and made him 
sigh, fear and tremble, before I 
would give him absolution; nay, 
more than that I have made him 
beg for it on his knees, before I 
would consent to absolve him. By 
this I saw that he had still an 
inclination to me, and was willing 
to be under my government, so I 
set the baseness of his sin before 
him by telling the whole story, 
and how wicked it was, and that 
it could not be forgiven until he 
had done some good action to bal- 
ance that, and expiate the crime. 

Whereupon, he at last asked me 
what he must do? I told him he 
must root out all the heretics 
from his kingdom. So when he 
saw there was no rest for him 
without doing it, he did again 
give them all into the power of 
me and our clergy, under this 
condition, that we should not 
murder them, as he had before 
given orders, but that we should 
by fair means or force, convert 
them to the Catholic religion. 

Now when we got the commis- 
sion, we presently put it in prac- 
tice, and what the issue hath been 
you very well know. But now, in 
England the work cannot be done 
after this manner, as you may 
perceive from what I have said to 
you, so that I cannot give you 
better council than to take that 
course in hand, wherein we were 
so unhappily prevented, and I 
doubt not but it may have better 
success with you than with us. 

I would write to you of many 
other things, but I fear I have 
already detained you too long; 
wherefore I will write no more at 
present, but that I am 


Your friend and servant, 


LA CHAISE 
Paris, July 8, 1688 
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by J. ESSER, Belgian Correspondent 


The Changing Face 
of the Congo 


For decades the Roman Church has held a political monopoly over the 
Belgian Congo. But since the War a change has been taking place. 


Is IS DIFFICULT, not to say 
impossible, to understand the 
religious situation in Central 
Africa without some idea of its 
history. In reality, the political 
power of Romanism in the Congo 
has a historical explanation. It is 
only because certain foreigners 
do not know the history of Africa 
that they are surprised to see a 
church enjoy such unlimited pow- 
er, a power that is the source of 
numerous grave abuses. 

A glance at the past will help 
one to understand also the diffi- 
cult situation in which Protes- 
tantism has labored. With this 
background we can more fully 
appreciate the accord which the 
Church, the true body of Chris- 
tians, enjoys among the whites 
and blacks in Africa’s Congo. 


Leopold Il Acquires an Empire 


It was Livingstone who focused 
the attention of certain influ- 
ential men upon Africa. This 
great Protestant missionary had 
proved to the world that the most 
horrible of all evils there had 
been the regime established by 
the slave merchants in Africa. 
While the complacent Portuguese 
officials closed their eyes, the 
Arabs devastated entire regions, 
burning villages and massacring 
thousands of natives .to satisfy 
the demands of certain wealthy 
industrial whites. 


26 


In 1870, Stanley was sent by 
the editor of the New York 
Herald to Lake Tanganyika to 
search for Livingstone, of whom 
there had been no news in two 
years. 

He found him at Ujiji, Novem- 
ber 10, 1871. Ujiji was one of 
the most plentifully supplied 
slave markets; “in ebony” was 
the commercial term used to de- 
scribe the business. 

Africa challenged Stanley. He 
undertook its crossing from East 
to West in 1877, a journey that 
was completed after nine hun- 
dred ninety-nine days of incal- 
culable trial and difficulty. This 
great explorer sent to the press 
of the whole world sensational 
articles on the lamentable situa- 
tion inflicted upon the natives of 
the heart of Africa. 

Of those who read his stirring 
reports, there was one man who 
saw in his heroic exploits some- 
thing other than sensationalism. 
This man was Leopold II, second 
king of the Belgians. From his 
youth, he nourished the idea of 
giving a colony to Belgium. A 
dynamic personality, the king 
immediately went into action as 
soon as he was enthroned. A curi- 
ous mixture of idealism and a 
spirit of gain impelled him. 

But he had a serious problem: 
how should he present this new 
conquest to the world? How 
should he justify the acquisition 


of a colony at the very time when 
Belgium was arousing jealousy 
throughout the world by her very 
prosperity ? 

Leopold was resourceful and 
quickly found the solution to this 
delicate problem. He declared to 
the representatives of the other 
nations that he was going to end 
the slave trade, that he was go- 
ing to civilize and moralize the 
black race. In fact, he had a two- 
fold purpose: to establish peace 
among them and bring to them 
economic prosperity. 


A Monopoly in Fact 


But who would civilize the 
Africans, the civil and military 
Belgians? Here again was an in- 
tricate problem, but once more 
the solution was quickly found. 
Leopold applied directly to the 
pope, who immediately sent num- 
bers of Roman Catholic mission- 
aries into Central Africa. 

In 1906, Leopold signed an 
agreement with the Vatican un- 
der which the Roman Church in 
the Congo enjoyed a privileged 
situation, financially, politically 
and_ socially. This agreement 
hedged the Roman Church in the 
Congo with a security and 
protection against encroachment 
that has made it most difficult 
for Protestant churches to be- 
come established. 

Thus was born a monopoly in 
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fact whose baneful effects con- 
tinue to this day throughout the 
colony. Leopold II had said: “The 
Congo is neither a philanthropic 
nor a commercial work; it is a 
mixture of the two.” This is ex- 
actly what must be said also of 
the Roman Church—the presence 
of Rome in Africa is _philan- 
thropic, commercial and political. 

It is not difficult to be objective 
about the situation in the Congo, 
for the record speaks for itself. 
What is surprising is that after 
so many years of Roman su- 
premacy both in the Congo and 
in Belgium, a great struggle 
should finally ensue between 
Rome and Brussels. 


Rome Has First Place 


The Agreement of 1906 gave 
a choice place to the Roman 
Church. The document begins 
with these words: 

“The Holy Apostolic See, anx- 
ious to promote the methodical 
spreading of Catholicism in the 
Congo, and the government of 
the Congo Free State, appreci- 
ating the eminent part of Cath- 
olic missionaries in their work of 
civilization in Central Africa, 
are agreed among themselves to 
sign a 50-year (fifty-year) Con- 
tract.” 

It is sufficient to read, even 
superficially, the provisions of the 
Agreement to realize what an 
important place, what a monop- 
oly in fact, Leopold II gave to 
the Roman Church. It is stipu- 
lated : 

“The Congo State will grant to 
the Catholic missions in the Con- 
go the necessary lands for their 
religious works. The missions will 
receive free two hundred hec- 
tares, and more if necessary. The 
Governor-General will be notified 
of the appointment of each mis- 
sion superior. In case of steady 
residence, the missionaries will 
receive from the government a 
salary to fit each particular case. 
The missionaries and state agents 
ought to live in perfect harmony. 
If difficulties have arisen, they 
will be pleasantly settled.” 


The Effects of Monopoly 


The Roman missionaries won 
the Africans by the thousands. 
Their argument was simple but 
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worthy of primitive intelligence: 
“To be congenial to the Catholic 
missionary is to be congenial to 
the State which is in power. 
Therefore in accepting baptism 
we become friends of the Belgian 
government. To remain pagan is 
to place oneself in a situation 
which does not please the State. 
All the good jobs are reserved for 
Catholics; the bad ones are given 
to Protestants and unbelievers.” 

The result of such teaching was 
that the Roman Catholic Church 
in Africa grew rapidly. 

I well remember the first time 
I heard the Congolese say, “The 
missionaries are the mouth of the 
State. They approve all that the 
State does and are paid by the 
State.” 

It is evident that the agents of 
the State always support the Ro- 
man missionaries, even when 
they commit abuses. One Catholic 
missionary shouted one day in a 
meeting, to the great disgrace of 
those present: “I am leaving the 
Congo; I am tired of evangelizing 
by means of fighting, kicking, 
and throwing into prison.” He 
referred to the force which the 
State often put at the service of 
the missionaries to oblige the 
Africans to enter the Roman 
Church. 

There are many other ways to 
force acceptance of the Roman 
religion: good public jobs for 
Catholics, big salaries for Cath- 
olics, little or no punishment for 
Catholics, hard and very tiring 
work for non-Catholics, and so 
on. Briefly, two classes were cre- 
ated in the Congo: the noblemen 
and the poor. Evidently the poor 
were those who would not accept 
Catholicism. 

Discrimination was _ practiced 
without mercy. At Leopoldville, 
there was never room available 
in the hospital run by Roman 
Catholic sisters, room that is, for 
a sick Protestant or pagan. But 
if one brought a sick Catholic, a 
free bed was found immediately. 
Such examples can be infinitely 
multiplied. No one dared to pro- 
test since the State was pro- 
Catholic. 


What Is the Belgian Congo? 


The Belgian Congo is eighty- 
two times larger than Belgium, 








but her population of thirteen 
million is small compared to Bel- 
gium’s densely populated nine 
million. In this sparsely populat- 
ed land the largest city is Leo- 
poldville, the capital and home of 
three hundred thousand people. 
There are a few other large cities 
of one hundred thousand, but the 
land is for the most part popu- 
lated by small communities. 

Of recent years, however, there 
has been a vast movement toward 
the cities, to the places where 
the African can find an education 
and better himself. But the loss 
to the agricultural areas presents 
great problems. The soil is ex- 
pected to feed these thousands of 
people, yet it has been renounced 
by them. The African’s intense 
desire for an_ education is 
matched by Rome’s jealousy for 
her prerogatives in the matter of 
learning. I do not fear to say that 
if the number of schools in the 
Congo were to be diminished, the 
populace would revolt immedi- 
ately. 


Many Catholics, Few Christians 


While it is true that Rome 
claims the tremendous bulk of the 
people to be her converts, she 
does not conceal the fact that few 
are Christians. A few years ago 
Monseigneur Dellepiane, Apostol- 
ic Delegate in Leopoldville, the 
highest Roman ecclesiastical au- 
thority there, said: “It is the 
quantity which we must have. 
The quality does not matter now. 
It is necessary to enlist as many 
natives as possible, so that the 
Protestants will be unable to take 
any more. The heretics (Protes- 
tants) will have more difficulty 
in drawing to themselves a poor 
Christian than a pagan. Later we 
will work for depth.” 

This is the situation as it is. 
The masses are Roman, but of 
what value is this Catholicism, 
even in the eyes of the Catholics 
themselves? One of their mis- 
sionaries remarked: “We have 
not yet one believer.” 

This reminds me of the words 
of the Abbot Mugnier, who had 
converted to Catholicism the 
great Belgian writer, J. K. Huys- 
mans: “I have made him a Cath- 
olic; but I have not made him a 
Christian.” 
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Belgian Priests Recruited 


The marriage between Brussels 
and Rome has resulted in draw- 
ing many young Belgians into the 
priesthood. Among Roman Cath- 
olics it is considered an honor to 
have in one’s family a priest. 
Thus every large family presented 
to the pope a son to become a 
missionary, even though the child 
had never manifested any incli- 
nation toward the priesthood. 

Thus there are thousands upon 
thousands who are priests be- 
cause they were forced into this 
vocation while they were very 
young. Once they have begun, 
they just continue their study 
and struggle for a greater Rome 
without reconsideration of the 
problem. This is a sad condition, 
and deeply unjust, but not neces- 
sarily peculiar to Belgium. It is 
true in any Roman Catholic com- 
munity. 

The following figures show 
with what liberality the Belgian 
Catholic families have presented 
their children for the greater 
glory of Rome. As of September 
1, 1954, there were 7,277 Belgian 
Catholic missionaries in the 
world, 2,001 of whom were 
priests serving in the Congo. In 
addition there were 3,582 other 
Roman Catholic workers, Broth- 
ers, Sisters, educational priests, 
and laymen working for the Ro- 
man Church. 

This is an enormous group for 
a little country like Belgium to 
send abroad to carry the power 
of Rome throughout the world. 


The Protestant Churches 


While Rome is using its finan- 
cial powers and its political and 
civil force to establish its domi- 
nation over the natives, the Prot- 
estant churches are also begin- 
ning a work to bring the truth to 
the peoples of Central Africa. 
They have only the power of the 
Word, the blessing of God and 
the love in their hearts to help 
them. They can count on no other 
material aid; yet true Christian- 
ity has rapidly and deeply pene- 
trated the hearts and intellects 
of the Congolese. 

The first Christian mission- 
aries arrived at the mouth of the 
Congo in 1878 and, joined by 
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others, established a chain of mis- 
sion stations as an effort to stop 
the southward spread of Islam. 
Since Protestant niissionaries 
first arrived in 1878, the year 
1953 marked the Diamond Jubi- 
lee, celebrated in Leopoldville 
with a gathering of twenty-five 
thousand persons, and in other 
principal cities throughout the 
Congo with a series of mass meet- 
ings. The celebration was spon- 
sored by the Protestant Council 
of the Congo, the oldest Christian 
Council in Africa. 

Over a period of seventy-five 
years, forty-four mission socie- 
ties have begun work in the 
Congo, establishing two  hun- 





The Price of Liberty 


Our most formidable fortress of 
defense in time of stress still remains 
the Constitution of the United States. 
But it is only as good as our under- 
standing and defense of the purpose 
for which it was drafted. Eternal vigi- 
lance and personal responsibility are 
still the price of human liberty. 

—James Mussati 





dred seventy-one mission sta- 
tions, each surrounded by village 
churches. Protestant mission sta- 
tistics for 1954 list 1,800 mis- 
sionaries active on the field, 500 
ordained African pastors, 520 
unordained African pastors, 19,- 
500 African evangelists and 
monitors, 1,200 African medical 
workers, and 3,000 other Chris- 
tian workers. There are 800,000 
non-Catholic church members, 
350,000 inquirers, and during the 
year 1954 there were over 45,000 
baptisms. These are impressive 
figures for a country where it 
really costs one to take a stand 
for Christ. 


Reaction Against Rome 


After the end of World War II 
there began to be a feeling that 
the Roman religion was a burden 
on the Congo. A reaction was in- 
evitable. It came. It is surprising 
that it did not come sooner, be- 
cause the Colonial Charter of 1908 
solemnly states: “The Governor- 
General looks after the conserva- 
tion of the native population and 


the improvement of their moral 
conditions and their material 
existence. He favors the expan- 
sion of individual liberty, the 
progressive abandonment of po- 
lygamy and the development of 
ownership. He protects and fa- 
vors, without distinction of na- 
tionality or religion, all religious 
institutions and enterprises.” 

In 1945, the Colonial Minister 
Godding, of Protestant leanings, 
caused a law to be passed by the 
Belgian Parliament that the non- 
Catholic missions could also ob- 
tain all the same material advan- 
tages as the Roman Church. This 
nearly caused a revolution. A 
Roman bishop came by special 
plane to see the King at Brussels 
in order to prevent this “act of 
heresy.” The King refused to in- 
terfere. It was said in the Congo: 
“To give money to Protestant 
missions is to pollute Belgian 
money.” 

In 1945, many Belgians de- 
manded non-Catholic teaching for 
their children. Mr. Godding was 
appointed by Parliament to open 
three ‘“‘athenees” (similar to high 
school) in the Congo. These 
schools were governmental: the 
religious courses there are free. 
And in 1954, the Belgian gov- 
ernment refused to renew the 
Agreement of 1906 giving special 
rights to the Roman Church. 
Slowly but surely the Congo 
moves along toward liberty and 
throws off the mantle of Roman 
oppression which has weighed it 
down. 


Protestant Cry of Alarm 


Last year, in a letter addressed 
to the newspapers of Leopoldville, 
the General Secretary of the 
Protestant Council of the Congo 
enumerated irregularities exist- 
ing between the Roman Catholic 
Missions and the Protestant Mis- 
sions. It reads in part: 

“Foreign missionaries are for- 
bidden to speak on the radio to 
their native constituency except 
through the medium of a Belgian 
missionary or a native pastor. 
Foreign missionaries cannot be 
appointed officially as missionary 
inspectors, and must themselves 
pay all the expenses of inspection 
and travel. Discrimination in the 
distribution of the local schools is 
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given to the disposal of mission.” 

Nevertheless, the door to equal- 
ity is open. The power of Rome 
in the Congo is wavering, but 
she will not give up without a 
struggle. 

The introduction into the Con- 
go of State-controlled education 
is now an accomplished fact. This 
action has been welcomed with 
open arms by the Africans, as it 
at last delivers them from the 
political power of Rome and al- 
lows them to be educated in the 
way they themselves may choose. 
It has had a warm reception, too, 
from the Protestant missionaries, 
as they may now give to the 
prime task of evangelism the 
many hours which previously 
had been devoted to the teaching 
of secular subjects. 

The spirit in which these gov- 
ernment schools are to be operat- 
ed gives great satisfaction to the 


Protestants, since all religious 
teaching is confined to the 
churches, and Protestants, Ro- 


man Catholics and Jews may all 
appoint teachers to give this in- 
struction. Thus no pupil need 
remain uninstructed in his par- 
ticular religious belief. 

It should be noted in passing, 
however, that never, in any of 
these schools, is religion of what- 
ever persuasion to be criticized 
or attacked. 


Rome's Attitude 


What do the Roman Catholics 
think about all this? It goes with- 
out saying that their reaction 
has been both hostile and violent. 
Such a monopoly as that which 
they have enjoyed for so long 
will not be given up without a 
bitter struggle. Here are just two 
examples of the lengths to which 
the Roman bishops are prepared 
to go in an effort to maintain 
their privileged position: 

One of them has published the 
following statement: “God will 
lay it to the charge of those par- 
ents who choose for their children 
a government school. Certain 
European countries have confided 
their primary education to the 
care of lay teachers and as a re- 
sult have fallen into anarchy and 
disorder. We are biding our time 
to take special action in regard 
to these schools.” Thus Rome 
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betrays her attitude toward the 
public schools wherever they are 
found. 

Another bishop said: “We must 
propagate everywhere the idea 
that in a Roman Catholic country 
like eastern Ruanda, the only of- 
ficial instruction must be Roman 
Catholic. That is the situation 
which exists in many countries 
where there is no educational 
controversy. The representatives 
of the people who sit on the dif- 
ferent councils and committees 
must be made aware of the heavy 
responsibility which is theirs to 
oppose the so-called ‘official’ edu- 
cation, for experience has proved 
that such instruction soon be- 
comes agnostic.” 











The Seafiold 


Though the cause of evil prosper, 
Yet ’tis truth alone is strong; 
Though her portion be the scaffold, 
And upon the throne be wrong; 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
And, behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, 
Keeping watch above His own. 
—JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 











It is clear that in the Congo 
anyone who is not pro-Catholic 
must travel a difficult and hazard- 
ous road. Neither Protestants nor 
the representatives of other re- 
ligions will be tolerated grace- 
fully while Rome still holds sway. 
Yet here is the monopoly which 
the Congolese hate, for it has 
denied them their freedom of 
choice. Rome, then, has become 
the enemy to peace in the Congo, 
and the Belgian government must 
introduce liberty by attacking 
with vigor and courage the octo- 
pus which is the Roman Catholic 
monopoly. 


Equality for All 


Three powers now face one an- 
other in the Congo: the Roman 
Catholic Church, the Protestant 
Missions and the Belgian govern- 
ment, which administers the land. 

Each of these must be able to 
work freely to fulfill its particu- 
lar task. It is precisely this for 
which the government is striving, 
for while it wishes to favor no 
one, yet at the same time it wants 
to help all, and to help them to an 


equal extent. Thus it is slowly 
putting Protestant missions on 
an equal footing with the hitherto 
privileged Roman missions, giv- 
ing the same educational subsi- 
dies, equal standing before the 
law, the same opportunity to ac- 
quire land, the same authority to 
sign diplomas of graduates of 
their schools. But all this is not 
easy. Already Catholics have 
launched the cry: “Belgian mon- 
ey must not be used to help the 
heretics .. .” 

Is there a danger that the Bel- 
gian government will give way 
to this pressure? I do not believe 
there is any at all, and for this 
reason: the Congolese have begun 
to realize what is at stake and 
are demanding everywhere the 
creation of these Belgian nation- 
al schools with liberty to practice 
their own religion. 

One of them has written this 
significant comment: “You Cath- 
olice missionaries have tried to 
stir us up against the Belgian 
government but you have not suc- 
ceeded. Furthermore, you never 
will succeed, for we know now 
who really cares for us and who 
seeks our good. In any case we do 
not wish to be, in your hands, an 
instrument of domination.” 

We have nothing to add to 
these severe, but just, words. 

The present Government has 
agreed to a request which was 
made for many years before it 
was heeded, that Protestant mis- 
sions be no longer classified offi- 
cially as “foreign” (étrangéres) 
while the Roman Catholic mis- 
sions be called “national.” Real 
equality of treatment was impos- 
sible while the two groups were 
so labeled. 


Conclusion 


Everywhere throughout the 
world the political Roman Cath- 
olic Church is under fire. It is so 
in Belgium; it is so in the Congo. 
Men’s minds are beginning to 
understand that the first condi- 
tion which will allow the world 
to return to Christ is liberty. 

May God bless the efforts of 
those who have dared to attack 
this Roman Colossus. May He 
reward them with liberty, life 
and truth for having dared to 
seek these ideals for all. 
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Discordant Note 


Dear Sir: 


Recently I wrote to you con- 
cerning the article in the June 
issue of your magazine entitled, 
“Twilight of the Gods.” 

You suggested that I send my 
protest to my Senator, which I 
did. I do not know if I made my- 
self clear in my letter, but the 
answer I received seems to evade 
the issue at stake... . 


CHARLES E. HILLEGONDS 
Lansing, Illinois 





(Copy) 
Dear Mr. Hillegonds: 


I have received the enclosed 
letter from the Department of 
State concerning your objection 
to performances of “The Song of 
Bernadette” by the Catholic Uni- 
versity Theatre Players in Latin 
America. 

I hope this letter adequately 
answers the question that you 
have raised.... 


PAUL H. DouGLAs 
by Frank W. McCulloch 
Administrative Assistant 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 





(Copy) 
Dear Senator Douglas: 


Reference is made to your com- 
munication of October 6, 1958, 
concerning the objection of Mr. 
C. E. Hillegonds to performances 
of “The Song of Bernadette,” by 
the Catholic University Theatre 
Players on the tour of Latin 
America under the auspices of 
the President’s Special Interna- 
tional Program. 

“The Song of Bernadette” is 
one of four plays that were per- 
formed by this troupe on its re- 
cent tour. Other university thea- 
tre groups performing in Latin 
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pressed in this depart- 
ment do not necessarily 
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of this magazine. 
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America and _ elsewhere have 
chosen from a wide range of thea- 
tre literature, and have included 
world classics as well as Ameri- 
can contemporary works. Empha- 
sis is placed in all these programs 
on the versatility of the group 
and the breadth of theatrical 
training they receive in our aca- 
demic institutions. 

While the principal purpose of 
the tour was to demonstrate 
American excellence in the field 
of university theatre activities, it 
was also an occasion for creating 
friendly relations with other 
countries. “The Song of Berna- 
dette” was regarded as particu- 
larly appropriate from this point 
of view for the group to present 
in Latin American countries, 
though it by no means served as 
the only example of our contribu- 
tion to and interest in theatre 
arts. 


Reports received by the De- 
partment of State from our For- 
eign Service posts where the 
troupe performed have indicated 
that the tour was a very success- 
ful venture in creating friendship 
for the United States in the im- 
portant Latin American area.... 


WILLIAM B. MACOMBER, JR. 
Assistant Secretary 


Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 


Bigotry in Action 


Dear Editors: In March of this 
year you sent a sample copy of the 
Christian Heritage to my daugh- 
ter. I read it and sent you sub- 
scriptions for five of my Roman 
Catholic neighbors. 

Today I received two unsigned 
letters with no return address. 
And as I have no enemies other- 
wise, they must undoubtedly have 
come from one (without a doubt 





the handwriting was from the 
same person on both) of those 
neighbors. Where they got the in- 
formation that I may have been 
the guilty party for sending the 
magazine I cannot figure out. 

The one envelope contained a 
note, “If you would get a blood 
clot on your brain it would be the 
best thing for you and me.” The 
other had a small envelope inside, 
stuck to the inside with some 
dried up material. To get it out I 
had to tear the envelope up. After 
handling it I washed my hands 
because I could not know what it 
was. Do you have any idea what 
that could have been? I was 
afraid that it could have been 
something injurious. It was a 
dried up, white, paste-like ma- 
terial. 

The name on the envelopes was 
written by the same hand and ad- 
dressed to Tony, (my _ given 
name) on one envelope, and T. B., 
my initials, on the other. Could 
they have gotten my name from 
your office? And if they did, can 
you tell me what the name of the 
party is? 

I sent both envelopes to the Po- 
lice Department of Grand Rapids. 
Was that the right thing to have 
done? I have never dealt with Ro- 
man Catholics before, but I know 
that they can be very antagonistic 
toward Protestants, and perhaps 
they may cause me a lot of trou- 
ble, but it will be worth it, if it 
can cause one soul to be saved 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 


T. B. VAN DEN HOEK 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Dear Mr. Van den Hoek: We 
were certainly sorry to read that 
your efforts to acquaint some of 
your Catholic neighbors with 
Christian Heritage caused such 
reaction, but we do praise God 
for your valiant courage and you 
may be sure He will honor your 
faith in this respect. While the 
magazine or the message of the 
Gospel in any form may be re- 
jected by the one to whom we are 
witnessing, God honors His Word 
and we can trust Him to bring 
about that which He desires to 
accomplish. Our policy is one of 
strict confidence and we never re- 
veal the names of donors, either 
of sample copies or subscriptions, 
even if they are asked for. There 
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is no way these people could have 
gotten your name from our office. 
Thank you for this opportunity 

of service and we trust that you 
will not be discouraged in your 
efforts. 

Sincerely, 

THE EDITORS 


Question of Standards 


Dear Dr. Montano: 


There are so many fine things 
in the October number of your 
journal, such as the article on the 
origin of the cross, that it is quite 
disturbing to read the remarks 
on page 27 in regard to the use 
of wine and tobacco. The lower- 
ing of standards in order to gain 
converts is fraught with the 
greatest peril. Why stop with 
wine and tobacco? Lotteries are 
popularized in South America 
and are used by the Roman 
Church and even dedicated to the 
“saints.” Why deprive Protestant 
converts of this popular vice? 

The degradation that is so ap- 
parent in the “neglected conti- 
nent” is the result of a religion 
that “saves” people in their sins, 
their vices, their depravity. A re- 
ligion worthy of the name cleans 
people up, inside and outside. 
Their bodies, the temples for the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, are 
not defiled by enslaving habits; 
their minds are not degraded by 
unclean reading or questionable 
pictures. They are new creatures 
in Christ Jesus. 

The so-called “‘righteousness by 
faith” and “salvation by grace” 
that fails to cleanse people is not 
“faith” but “presumption.” When 
Jesus comes into the life, alcohol 
and tobacco and the chewing of 
the betel-nut and gambling go 
out. A Protestantism that would 
sweep the multitudes of South 
America into the church, with a 
dispensation of “grace” to con- 
tinue their present practices, 
would be as bad as the Roman 
religion, or worse. In our churches 
of North America we witness the 
results of lowered standards in a 
Protestantism that has largely 
lost its power to transform lives 
and hold back the ever-deepening 
tide of evil... 

The God-given instruction for 
right habits of living is not 
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“phariseeism,” nor is it a “nar- 
rowly puritanical conception of 
morals,” nor is it a form of “jus- 
tification by works,” as Dr. Wil- 
liamson would have us believe, 
but is the result of reading aright 
the word of the Lord. When men 
are transformed by the saving 
power of the Gospel, the transfor- 
mation is seen in their habits of 
living. The body as well as the 
spirit of man is Christianized. 
Moreover, the habits of temperate 
living contribute to that clearness 
of mind which is so necessary in 
making right choices in the for- 
mation of a true Christian char- 
acter. ... 


V. J. JOHNS 
Loma Linda, California 


Question of Numbers 


Dear Dr. Montano: 


The enclosed copy of a tele- 
gram will tell its own story... 
J. B. ROWELL 

Victoria, B. C. 


POPE JOHN TWENTY-THIRD 
VATICAN CITY 


SURELY AN ERROR HAS BEEN MADE 
STOP YOUR OWN CHURCH AUTHORI- 
TIES OFFICIALLY LIST POPE JOHN 
TWENTY-THIRD AS THE TWO HUN- 
DRED AND SEVENTH POPE CROWNED 
MAY SEVENTEENTH FOURTEEN TEN 
A.D. WHO WAS FORMALLY AND 
SOLEMNLY DEPOSED BY YOUR 
COUNCIL OF CONSTANCE AT ITS 
TWELFTH SESSION. SHOULD NOT 
POPE JOHN TWENTY-FOURTH BE 
THE PRESENT TITLE? AIRMAIL LET- 
TER GIVING FULLER AUTHORITA- 
TIVE EXPLANATION FOLLOWING. 


DR. J. B. ROWELL 
for THE CANADIAN 
PROTESTANT LEAGUE 
HEADQUARTERS, 
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO 


Different View 


Dear Sir: 


Under Open Forum of the cur- 
rent [October] issue of CHRIS- 
TIAN HERITAGE, I read the letter 
sent in by one of your readers 
from Rockford in which he states 
that the recent referendum in this 
city to build several new grade 


schools and high schools was de- 
feated and that he lays the defeat 
largely to the newspapers and the 
Catholic vote in this city. 

He gave only one side of the 
picture regarding this matter. 
Rockford is a city of fine schools 
and churches and excellent news- 
papers which give us fair cover- 
age on any subject. True, one of 
the heads of the newspapers is a 
Catholic, but the thing that de- 
feated the referendum was the 
fact that the citizens here (my- 
self included) have had all they 
can take of taxes. 

Recent schools built here were 
built with no thought of economy 
in mind. When the citizens of 
Rockford woke up to the fact, 
and the School Board here tried 
to push through this recent ref- 
erendum, with again no thought 
of economy in mind, we rebelled 
by using our best weapon, the 
ballot box. Later it was voted to 
build a portion of these schools, 
but they have found it necessary 
to trim expenses in so doing. 

Many things can be laid at the 
door of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy, as you well know, but to be 
fair I must say this is not one 
of them. 


RoxANA PACKER 
Rockford, Illinois 


Mariology 


(Continued from page 23) 


DISILLUSIONED NUNS 


The largest group consists of 
those who are disillusioned with 
convent life, depressed by the 
spite, petty politics, and lack of 
charity within convent walls. But 
they have lost none of their faith 
in the Roman Catholic Church, 
believing it their duty to stay on 
and endure. They are totally un- 
aware that their lives are being 
worse than wasted—used in fact, 
as a commodity to keep unscru- 
pulous men in power. These sad, 
empty-hearted, betrayed souls 
sincerely believe they are serving 
God. 

Next comes the group who are 
not only disillusioned with the 
convent but wish to leave it. 
They do not, however, contem- 
plate leaving the church nor do 
they attach any blame to convent 
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life, believing themselves simply 
to have misjudged their “voca- 
tion.” What are their chances of 
getting out? If they come from 
influential families sufficiently 
broad-minded to support their 
plea for release and to welcome 
them back with understanding, 
their chances are good. While 
leaving the convent is not a com- 
mon event, no few individuals 
have done so, and have lived a 
normal life within the Roman 
Catholic fold afterward. 

If, however, the nun comes 
from the superstitious and fanati- 
cal type of Catholic family which 
supplies most of the church’s vo- 
cations, she may find her family 
itself opposing her release, and 
her superiors, mindful of the im- 
pending loss of a trained drudge, 
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will not be slow to take advantage 
of this. She will find her Mother 
Superior and her Confessor both 
pleading the dangers of a voca- 
tion relinquished. 

Under these circumstances the 
nun gives up hope of getting out. 
What else can she do? She has 
no money, no clothes except her 
convent garb, no means of com- 
municating with the outside 
world since her mail is censored, 
nowhere to go if she did get out. 
When Catholics say that any nun 
can leave the convent at any time 
she wishes, they are simply talk- 
ing nonsense. Many a nun who 
would love to get out is spending 
her life within convent walls be- 
cause she has no alternative and 
is making the best of it. 


THE HIGH WALL 


The nun in the last group is 
the one who has the least chance 
of all to find her freedom. She is 
almost hopelessly incarcerated. 
These are the alert, intelligent 
women who have seen through 
the whole scheme and have been 
injudicious enough to say so. 
They want not only to get out of 
the convent but to get out of the 
Roman Church. Their families 
seldom support their stand, but 
if they seem likely to, communi- 
cation between the family and 
the recalcitrant is shut off. At 
first the usual pleas and admoni- 
tions are used on them, but if 
these fail to impress, a Roman 
Catholic doctor or psychiatrist 
obligingly examines them and 
they disappear forever into a 
Catholic mental institution. 

The only way this type of in- 
dividual ever frees herself from 
the convent is by shrewdness 
and diplomacy, by withholding 
all criticism of church or convent 
and concentrating on concern 
over her vocation. If sufficiently 
convincing she may sometimes be 
able to secure her release. Once 
outside, these are among the most 
valiant fighters against Roman 
tyranny. 

The convent has its full quota 
of hard, malicious characters 
who take out their frustrations 
on the gentler and more sweet- 
tempered of their associates. If 
these women have ability they 
quite often become Superiors, as 


they are usually endowed with a 
capacity for driving others. 


PUPPET FIGURE 


Presiding over the two func- 
tions of Roman Catholic woman- 
hood, the child-bearing program 
and the unpaid labor pool, stands 
the puppet figure of the Blessed 
Virgin, at once the instigator and 
the patroness. 

Compared with her services 
in insuring the cushioned privi- 
lege and power of the hierarchy 
by subjugating the Roman Cath- 
olic woman, the enormous wealth 
brought to Rome’s exchequer by 
the financial exploitations of 
Mariology is merely incidental. 
Yet it is worth a passing glance. 

From the sale of “holy” pic- 
tures, leaflets, scapulars, candles 
burned before her altars, fees for 
masses turned in by members of 
the Children of Mary, Young 
Ladies’ Sodality, Catholic Daugh- 
ters of America, and so on, to the 
staggering intake at commercial- 
ized shrines such as St. Anne de 
Beaupre, our Lady of Guadalupe, 
and others, a steady stream of 
gold flows into hierarchical cof- 
fers. One might almost para- 
phrase the Roman title, ““Mother 
of God,” to “Minter of Gold.” 

But all this is as nothing beside 
the Blessed Virgin’s vital and in- 
dispensable function in maintain- 
ing the status quo. Without the 
inspiration of the Blessed Virgin, 
the Roman Catholic woman could 
not be kept at her business of 
child-bearing and drudging. With- 
out the subjugation of the Cath- 
olic woman, without her submis- 
sive acceptance of the yoke of the 
Mary caricatured by the Roman 
Church, the all-powerful, self- 
indulgent, ambitious men who 
constitute the Roman hierarchy 
would not be able to use their 
power as a weapon against hu- 
man liberties and human rights. 

Without doubt, the devotion to 
the Blessed Virgin constantly im- 
pressed upon the Roman Catholic 
population by its clergy is in- 
spired not by piety, but by ex- 
pediency. For with the clergy, 
devotion to Mary is not merely 
a matter of dollars and cents, but 
of survival. Their sinecure de- 
pends on it. That is the secret 
purpose of Mariology. 
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